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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Sept. 4, 2007

FINANCE COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES PUBLIC HEARING LOCATIONS FOR
BUDGET 2008 CONSULTATIONS

VICTORIA - The Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services announced today its public
hearing schedule for the Budget 2008 consultation process. This year, the all-party committee will travel to 13
communities to hear from interested individuals and organizations about their fiscal priorities. The public
consultation process will be based on questions contained in the Budget 2008 Consultation Paper, which the
Minister of Finance will release on Sept. 14, 2007.

“The Finance Committee’s budget consultation process is the most open, comprehensive, and inclusive process in
Canada,” said committee chair Bill Bennett. “Last year, more than 8,300 British Columbians had their say on the
provincial budget by attending a public hearing, preparing a written submission, or responding to the budget
consultation paper online.”

Deputy chair Bruce Ralston added: “It is important that all British Columbians voice their opinions and their
priorities on the government’s budget and fiscal plans.”

The committee will be holding public hearings in the following locations:

Sept. 17 Dawson Creek  12-3 p.m. Oct. 5 Mission 9am.-12 p.m.
Sept. 18 Prince George 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Oct. 5 Coquitlam  3-6 p.m.

Sept. 18  Quesnel 4-7 p.m. Oct. 9 Cranbrook  12-3 p.m. (MDT)
Sept. 19 Terrace 9am.-12 p.m. Oct. 10 Kelowna 8am.-12 p.m.
Sept. 20 Campbell River 12-3 p.m. Oct. 10 Kamloops  4-8 p.m.

Sept. 21 Vancouver 9am.-5p.m. Oct. 11  Surrey 9a.m.-5 p.m.
Oct. 3 Victoria 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

To learn more about scheduling an appearance at a public hearing in your community, please contact the Office of
the Clerk of Committees by phone, 1-877-428-8337, or by e-mail: FinanceCommittee@Ieg.bc.ca.

The committee also welcomes written submission by letter, fax, or e-mail. Again this year, the committee will be
offering the public the opportunity to respond to the budget questionnaire online. For more information on these
options, please visit the committee’s website at www.leg.bc.ca/budgetconsultations. All correspondence,
including submissions made using the online consultation form, must be received by the Office of the Clerk of
Committees by Friday, Oct. 19, 2007.
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The members of the Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services are:
Bill Bennett, MLA (East Kootenay), Chair Dave S. Hayer, MLA (Surrey-Tynehead)
Bruce Ralston, MLA (Surrey-Whalley), Deputy Chair  John Horgan, MLA (Malahat-Juan de Fuca)
lain Black, MLA (Port Moody-Westwood) Jenny Wai Ching Kwan, MLA (Vancouver-Mount Pleasant)
Harry Bloy, MLA (Burquitlam) Richard T. Lee, MLA (Burnaby North)
Randy Hawes, MLA (Maple Ridge-Mission) Bob Simpson, MLA (Cariboo North)
Media and Public Contact:

Craig James, Clerk Assistant and Clerk of Committees Telephone: (250) 356-2933
Room 224, Parliament Buildings Toll-free: 1-877-428-8337
Victoria, B.C., V8V 1X4 Fax: (250) 356-8172

E-mail: FinanceCommittee@]Ieqg.bc.ca
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