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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2003 
 
 The House met at 10:04 a.m. 
 
 Prayers. 
 

Private Members' Statements 
 

MINING 
 
 D. MacKay: This morning I'd like to spend a few 
minutes talking about mining and how British Colum-
bia has missed the boat. During my recent travels with 
the mining task force this past summer, I realized after 
talking to Fording Coal how much economic activity is 
generated from the mining industry throughout the 
province. 

[1005] 
 Fording Coal, in the southeast part of our province, 
generates approximately $1.5 billion worth of economic 
activity from the coal industry. When we visited High-
land Valley Copper near Kamloops, I discovered that 
they generate about $750 million of economic activity 
each and every year. In the past ten years, it's esti-
mated, British Columbia lost between $750 million and 
$1.25 billion in exploration costs alone — just in explo-
ration costs. 
 If we compare B.C. to the rest of the provinces in 
dollars spent on exploration, the numbers are quite 
staggering. Between 1980 and 1991 B.C. spent on aver-
age $239 million, which equals approximately 26 per-
cent of the Canadian average, on exploration. Between 
the years 1992 and 2003 B.C. spent an average of $72 
million, which equals 11 percent of the Canadian aver-
age. You cannot have a healthy mining industry with-
out spending significant dollars on exploration. How 
significant? Probably in the area of $200 million annu-
ally. 
 For more than a dozen years B.C. has consistently 
closed more mines than it opened. In fact, during the 
1990s two mines closed for every mine that opened. 
With no new mines coming on stream to replace those 
nearing the end of their operating lives, it is just a mat-
ter of time before the province will have lost the better 
part of a $4 billion, high-wage, job-generating industry 
in the heartlands. 
 The irony is that we in B.C. are home to some of the 
best mineral potential in the world. Today in B.C. we 
have six coalmines, five base metal mines, one precious 
metal mine and a number of smaller mines and quar-
ries. The 12 mines and coalmines represent only a frac-
tion of the number of mines operating during the dec-
ades prior to the NDP. Regulations are what chased 
them from this province. Parks and protected areas. In 
British Columbia we have 13 percent of our land base 
set aside for parks and special areas. 
 The land resource management plans in process in 
the northwest have seen some other challenges, such as 
the Cassiar-Iskut-Stikine, which now has 26 percent of 
the land base set aside and excludes mining from that 
area. The Lakes District has 34 percent set aside be-

cause of land resource management plans. If you look 
at the provinces of Quebec or Ontario and compare 
how much land they have set aside, Ontario has 1 per-
cent of its land base — not 13 percent — and Ontario 
has 4.5 percent of its land base excluded from mining. 
 Corporate capital tax also chased the mining indus-
try from the province. A waste of potential revenues 
from this industry has put the social programs we rely 
on at risk. 
 What have we done since we've taken over as gov-
ernment? We have generated the two-zone land use, 
we have eliminated the corporate capital tax, we have 
introduced a competitive corporate tax rate, and we've 
reduced red tape. Why is all this necessary? It's neces-
sary because we understand the value of the mining 
industry and the revenue generated from the mining 
industry. We appreciate the jobs that are generated. 
 People benefit in a variety of ways. It's quite inter-
esting when you start looking at what mining does and 
how we benefit from the mining industry. For those 
people who are on zinc diet pills, that comes from the 
mining industry. Let's look at the tools and bricks that 
build the homes we live in — thanks to the mining 
industry. The airplanes that we all travel back and 
forth from our constituencies on — thanks to the min-
ing industry. Transportation, automobiles, public tran-
sit, energy transmission, energy generation — none of 
those are possible without the mining industry. The 
ability to communicate with one another — once again, 
thanks to the mining industry. 
 One thing I hadn't really thought about until I 
started looking into this was the food that we eat. That 
comes from the mining industry, from the tractors and 
the ability to turn the soil over and deliver the product 
to market. 

[1010] 
 Health care delivery. 
 What more can we do as a province? The mining 
task force was introduced, and we have travelled 
throughout the province to make recommendations to 
the minister on what more we can do to bring back the 
mining industry. We compete in a world market. We 
have to be able to compete with the rest of the world — 
hydroelectric power, our ability with independent 
power production, Coast Mountain hydroelectric. The 
mining industry wants accessible power, which is not 
available north of Meziadin Junction. Coast Mountain 
Hydro will change that. 
 Highway infrastructure — $609 million on rehabili-
tation and new resource roads such as the Stewart-
Omineca, a connector road which would open up new 
mineral-rich portions of this province and improve the 
access to port facilities. New roads are good business. 
 Port facilities at Prince Rupert, Stewart, Kitimat — 
we have to improve those. We as a province do not 
want to be left behind again. The global population in 
2000 was 6.1 billion people. This is projected to reach 
9.3 billion by the year 2050. 
 The mining sector plays an important key role in 
achieving a better quality of life for the poorest in the 
world. This is achieved through access to clean water, 
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the delivery of water, better agricultural techniques, 
transportation to market, electrical generation and 
transmission. These are items critical for growth and 
expansion. Evolving countries need mining for a better 
quality of life, and so do we. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give the floor to 
the Minister of Energy and Mines to respond. 
 
 Hon. R. Neufeld: Thank you to the member for 
Bulkley Valley–Stikine for those very true words, actu-
ally, about the mining industry and what it means to 
the province of British Columbia. Under the leadership 
of our Premier, Premier Campbell, this government — 
prior to the election — said that we want to bring min-
ing back again to the province, as it once was. That's a 
big job. Each one of us in this Legislature knows what 
kind of a job that's going to be. We are working hard — 
this government — under the leadership of our Pre-
mier, to make sure it happens. 
 Some of the issues we've dealt with have really 
been problems of the past. I hate to continue to blame 
the last administration, but it's only fair to blame the 
last administration for a lot of things that they accom-
plished during their term in office, in ten years. They 
made British Columbia an economic wasteland. People 
didn't want to invest their hard-earned dollars. I'm not 
talking about just the major companies. What happens 
with the major companies, if they're on the stock ex-
change, is that they have to return a value to their 
shareholders. They could be people in this Legislature, 
people on the street — people who invest in mining 
stocks hoping that they're going to see a return on their 
money. The last administration didn't want to see a 
return on that money and did a huge amount of things 
that ensured that those companies would move their 
operations to another part of the world. 
 The member so rightfully laid out a number of 
things, such as taxation. The last government taxed as 
high as they could possibly tax, higher than anybody 
else in the country. Whether it was mining or any other 
industry in the province, they decided they didn't want 
that industry to invest in British Columbia, and they 
increased corporate taxes to some of the highest in the 
country — 16½ percent. This administration reduced 
that to 13½ percent, and we say and have committed to 
the Finance minister to maintain a level playing field 
across this country with other jurisdictions. They had 
the highest personal income tax rates in the whole 
country. 
 We reduced those personal income tax rates so that 
people who work in this industry, the workers, can 
actually take a bit more of that money home to do what 
they want to do with that money. We removed the 
corporate capital tax. That's a tax on debt, and every 
industry complained about that. Specifically, when you 
look at the large mining companies that were working 
then in the province and some that closed, it was a 
huge amount of dollars. 

[1015] 
 This government is trying its darnedest to work as 
hard as it possibly can to bring back that investment 

into the province, and those jobs from the private sec-
tor that come out of that industry are some of the high-
est paying in British Columbia. 
 We need mining in our everyday lives — whether 
it's in this room, whether it's walking down the street 
or whether it's flying an airplane, as the member so 
rightly stated. It doesn't matter what we do. Mining 
provides some ingredient in our lives through food, 
through transportation and all of those kinds of things. 
So we looked a little further, and we introduced a flow-
through share program that harmonized with the fed-
eral share program. That brought some investment to 
British Columbia. 
 We looked at reducing regulations. We were a pre-
scriptive province. We told everybody exactly how 
they should do it from the time they got up in the 
morning until they went to bed at night or finished 
their work. We think the people can actually figure that 
out for themselves a lot better than government, sitting 
in Victoria, trying to do that for them. So the health and 
safety code was reduced by 30 percent, needless regu-
lations, while still maintaining health and safety in 
mining in the province — the best of any jurisdiction in 
Canada right here in B.C. with that reduction of 30 
percent. 
 We put forward a mining task force, so members of 
the Legislature could participate by going out into the 
province and talking to people and to the industry 
about what we could do better on the land base. There 
are so many things we've done for mining, and we 
want to see that industry come back. 
 I thank you very much for the few minutes I've had 
to be able to relate to the member for Bulkley Valley–
Stikine about issues that he brings forward. 
 
 D. MacKay: I would like to thank the Minister of 
Energy and Mines for his comments and support and 
understanding of how important the mining industry 
is to the people of this province, not just for the jobs it 
creates but for the quality of life we all enjoy. As a 
province we have committed to restoring the mining 
industry to its place in our economy where it rightfully 
belongs. We in this province have been blessed with 
generous and rich mineralization. We need to find it 
first, and then we need to mine it. 
 It's interesting when you look at British Columbia 
compared to the rest of the world and look at the 
amount of land that we have set aside in parks and 
protected areas and you compare us with a country 
like Chile, which is just below 12 percent. We're just 
over 13 percent. Chile is a very active mining place 
right now. A lot of our people from Canada have actu-
ally gone down there to mine because it's a good place 
to mine. There are some big differences. They have set 
aside roughly the same amount of land. However, 
they're doing something different down there than 
we're doing in Canada, which has attracted the mining 
industry. 
 I'm glad we're finally making some changes that 
will bring back the mining industry to this province. 
The mining industry in this province has turned 
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around. Instead of leaving the province for opportuni-
ties elsewhere, like Chile and other parts of the world, 
they are once again looking at the potential to develop 
the rich bounty that was bestowed on this great prov-
ince. As an advocate for the mining industry, I will 
continue to watch with great interest as the mining 
industry once again clamours to explore the province. 
 In the northeast the energy sector is creating a 
boom in the communities. In the northwest we know 
we have a long way to go, but we are committed to 
working with the mining industry to explore and de-
velop mines in British Columbia, particularly in the 
northwest part of the province where there is so much 
mining activity taking place right now. 
 I was very excited by the amount of activity, by the 
amount of drilling that's going on, by the amount of 
exploration and by the enthusiasm being expressed by 
people in the mining industry that I have spoken to 
during my travels this past summer. I have people 
coming into my office from the mining industry talking 
to me about how excited they are about what's happen-
ing in the mining industry and the opportunities that 
are going to be available. 
 We're looking at ways of training people in the 
mining industry. We don't have any place to train peo-
ple for mine exploration or for reclamation, so there are 
a number of great opportunities that the mining indus-
try is going to present in the future for the young peo-
ple of this province and for all of us who enjoy the 
many benefits that we derive from the mining indus-
try. 
 With that, I would like to thank the Speaker for the 
opportunity to once again talk about the mining indus-
try and the great opportunities that await this wonder-
ful province. 

[1020] 
 

SURREY'S ECONOMY 
 
 D. Hayer: Over the past year or so, British Colum-
bia has been really challenged. We have faced and con-
tinue to fight against catastrophic wildfires; U.S. pro-
tectionism against the forest industry and against our 
cattle industry; SARS; a worsening U.S. economy; the 
Canadian dollar increasing more than 20 percent in a 
short time period, causing export woes; 9/11; Afghani-
stan and the Iraq war; horrendous flooding; a devastat-
ing pine beetle epidemic; and a host of other factors 
that challenge our ability to reform the economy and 
return prosperity to this great and wonderful province. 
Yet despite all these economically disastrous events 
and international sanctions, British Columbia is emerg-
ing even stronger. This province, regardless of difficult 
challenges and hard times in many sectors, is on track 
to create an economic climate that is once again vibrant 
and hopeful for all. 
 The challenges that these issues have brought to the 
Finance ministry must surely be trying. As the minister 
stays true to his course to balance the budget for the 
2004-05 fiscal year, what I know is that this minister 
will accomplish that goal of a balanced budget. He will 

do it with the support of the people of this province. 
They know that not only is this government committed 
to that goal; they know that even though we have truly 
gone through a year from hell, our future is very 
bright. 
 It's so bright, in fact, that in September of this year 
the oil and gas sector in the northeast quarter of this 
province purchased an unprecedented $418 million in 
exploration and development rights. That sale in Sep-
tember not only usurps the largest month ever in oil 
and gas rights sales, it almost doubled the previous 
record of sales in the entire year. That was the highest 
Canada has ever seen. More than 35,000 people are 
directly employed in B.C. in this industry, and there 
are many, many more spinoff jobs. That is good news. 
 The good news isn't only in the energy sector in the 
northeast quarter. It is in other natural resource sectors 
as well, and it is throughout this province. Kelowna 
suffered through catastrophic wildfires and is now 
experiencing an enormous building boom. Whistler, 
Squamish and the Pemberton Valley faced devastating 
floods but will rapidly rebound because of prepara-
tions for the 2010 Olympics, which this government, 
many volunteers and Premier Gordon Campbell 
worked so hard to get for us. The lower mainland and 
other parts of B.C. will also benefit greatly from the 
Olympics. They will bring us tourist dollars, construc-
tion jobs and national-international investment. 
 Even with all that, right now, in spite of any of the 
disasters our province has faced over the past few 
months, our economic flame is burning bright. That 
means we can afford to provide a social safety net that 
so many must count on. That economic flame provides 
the health care, the education, the family support that 
so many need in this province. I want to tell this House 
that right in my own riding of Surrey-Tynehead, that 
flame is burning very brightly. Surrey-Tynehead is the 
second-largest growing riding in British Columbia. 
Housing construction is booming. In fact, throughout 
the lower mainland we are seeing phenomenal growth 
in construction. Growth which supports good-paying 
jobs is a key indicator that the government is doing the 
right thing. People have faith not only in the govern-
ment but in their own future. The home is the biggest 
investment most people will make in their lifetime, and 
they are doing it in record numbers throughout the 
lower mainland. 
 When we have the people, we have the skills, the 
workforce and the diversity that attract investment. In 
fact, only last week we learned that J.P. Morgan Chase 
and Co. will open a huge international call centre in my 
city of Surrey, relocating this operation from New York 
to British Columbia. This operation is global in scope. 
One of the reasons for its relocation here is the multi-
cultural ethnic diversity of the workforce that the city 
of Surrey and British Columbia offers. In fact, the 
greater Vancouver area and my riding are representa-
tive of this fact. Greater Vancouver is home to people 
who speak more than 90 different languages. That 
makes us extremely attractive to the company that will 
be talking to people throughout the world. 
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[1025] 
 When this call centre opens its doors next spring, it 
will have 850 employees, rising to 1,600 people in the 
very near future. That big employer joins the second 
call centre, which was opened in Surrey last year. 
 In my riding of Surrey-Tynehead, Teal Cedar Prod-
ucts Ltd., owned and operated by Tom and Dick Jones 
and their family, is building a new sawmill to accom-
pany the existing one, which I and the member for Surrey-
Cloverdale toured a few months ago. This new mill 
means many, many more new jobs for my constituents. 
 Very close to Teal Cedar Products in Port Kells is 
the six-mill complex of S and R Sawmills, which em-
ploys more than 500 people and is owned by Chick and 
Marilyn Stewart. They are also owners of the famous 
Northview Golf and Country Club in Surrey-Tynehead 
riding. 
 We even have the movie industry taking great in-
terest in our community, and we often see location 
shoots throughout Surrey. The spinoff effect of all these 
existing new operations will create hundreds of new 
jobs. They will encourage even more companies to lo-
cate in Surrey and in my riding. 
 Another factor which attracts business to this prov-
ince and particularly to my community of Surrey is the 
government's commitment to reducing red tape and 
regulation which has stifled business development in 
British Columbia for more than a decade. This gov-
ernment promised in its New Era document that we 
would reduce red tape by at least one-third. I know we 
are marching steadily towards that goal, and we are 
now seeing that it is having a very beneficial effect on 
our business growth. 
 I want to commend the Minister of State for De-
regulation for his outstanding effort in reducing regu-
lation. We can credit his action for encouraging inves-
tors and job creators to return to this province. Now I 
will ask, Mr. Speaker, to give the floor to the Minister 
of State for Deregulation to respond. 
 
 Hon. K. Falcon: I want to thank the hon. member 
for Surrey-Tynehead. It's no secret to those in this 
House — the hard work that that member does on be-
half of his constituents and indeed on behalf of all of 
Surrey, working tirelessly to spread the good news of 
what's happening in government in terms of changes 
to policies and how that can impact on the business 
community. 
 The member correctly points out some of the 
achievements that are being made in the province of 
British Columbia. I think it is important to recognize 
the importance of those achievements, particularly in 
light of where we're coming from in British Columbia. 
 I don't need to tell and remind too many members 
of this House that we have over a decade of real finan-
cial mismanagement in the province that we're trying 
to clean up. The previous government was increasing 
spending much faster than the rate of economic 
growth, surely a recipe for disaster if there ever was 
one. They added more than $2 billion a year in taxes 
onto British Columbians. They reduced the annual 

take-home pay of working British Columbians by over 
$1,700 a year. 
 You know, the one thing I'm so proud of about this 
government is that we actually think about those folks. 
We think about the truck drivers, the taxi drivers, those 
that are working hard trying to raise their families and 
struggling to make ends meet. We think about the im-
pact that has when a government pulls $1,700 a year 
more out of their pocket than it's entitled to. They in-
troduced nine consecutive deficit budgets. They dou-
bled the total debt of the province and essentially had 
the worst economic record in the country. So here we 
are. We're in last place in terms of economic growth. 
 That's the inheritance that we got from the previous 
government, and we're working hard now to try and 
turn it around. The way we're doing that is we made 
some new-era commitments — fairly straightforward. 
We said we were going to reduce the regulatory bur-
den by a third. We said we were going to ensure that 
British Columbians' base personal income tax rate was 
the lowest in the country by the end of our term. We 
said we would restore opportunity, hope and prosper-
ity once again to British Columbians. 
 We've made some progress, as the hon. member 
pointed out. We've cut over 70,000 unnecessary regula-
tions, reducing the red tape burden in the province of 
British Columbia — 27 different tax relief measures, 
including getting rid of the corporate capital tax, cut-
ting personal income taxes 25 percent and cutting cor-
porate taxes 20 percent to make sure we're in line with 
Alberta, one of our major competitors over the last 
decade. We've brought in targeted tax cuts to try and 
encourage growth in things like new media, the pro-
duction, software development, manufacturing, min-
ing, etc. 

[1030] 
 Under the leadership of the Minister of Labour, we 
changed the Employment Standards Act to make sure 
our employment standards reflect the reality of what 
the twenty-first-century workplace looks like. 
 We're starting to see some real positive signals 
coming out. In spite of all the challenges we faced, 
which were enumerated by the hon. member for Surrey-
Tynehead — drought, fires, pestilence, everything else 
that we faced in British Columbia — we are seeing 
some positive signs: a growing small business sector, 
which is important; growing exports, which I think is 
very exciting; and the second-strongest job creation 
record in the country in spite of the fact that we have 
faced unbelievable challenges. That is something to be 
proud of. 
 There's more good news on the horizon, because 
the one great shining opportunity we have in British 
Columbia is the 2010 Olympics. The 2010 Olympics are 
going to allow the world for the first time to really fo-
cus its attention on British Columbia, all of British Co-
lumbia, and those benefits — those 131,000 new jobs 
that are predicted — are going to ripple right across the 
economy of British Columbia. I can tell you that I am 
very excited about those opportunities, and that's be-
cause of one thing. All of this is because of one thing. 



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2003 BRITISH COLUMBIA DEBATES 7703 
 

 

It's because we've got a leader and a Premier who rec-
ognizes we have to chart a new course. 
 Whenever you chart a new course, it's not going to 
be without its challenges, and we're meeting those 
challenges head-on. Next year in the introduction of 
our budget, under the leadership of our great Minister 
of Finance, we will be introducing the first honestly 
balanced budget that this province has seen in well 
over a decade, and that is also going to send an impor-
tant signal. 
 Let me conclude my remarks by pointing out some-
thing that the hon. member for Surrey-Tynehead men-
tioned, and that is the exciting growth that's taking 
place not just in the member's riding of Surrey-
Tynehead but, indeed, right across Surrey. I can tell 
you that when a company like J.P. Morgan Chase, one 
of the largest firms in the world, is looking around and 
trying to make a decision about where to locate a call 
centre to deal with back-office operations, credit cards, 
investment accounts, etc…. They're scouring the world. 
They're looking everywhere. I had the opportunity to 
meet with their senior executives. I can tell you they 
looked all around the world, and they selected British 
Columbia. It's for exactly the reasons that were enu-
merated by the hon. member opposite. 
 I now conclude my remarks, feeling confident in 
the future of British Columbia. 
 
 D. Hayer: I want to thank the minister for his 
words of wisdom. I know that we as a government can 
keep on improving and learning from our experience 
to provide the best government we can. 
 I also want to commend Premier Campbell on his 
exceptional effort to encourage foreign trade and in-
vestment in this province. His visits to New York, 
Texas, the White House in Washington, D.C., Califor-
nia, China, India and other foreign centres are letting 
the world know that British Columbia is again open for 
business. The message is having a huge impact on the 
economy of this province — indeed, a profound effect 
on my riding of Surrey-Tynehead. 
 We may have had a bit of a bumpy ride these past 
few months, but with the efforts this government is 
putting into revitalizing this economy, I know the fu-
ture is bright for British Columbia and for all its citi-
zens. 
 

TOURISM 
 
 W. McMahon: I have risen in this House before to 
talk about tourism, and I think now is a good time for 
me to update the House again on what is happening. 
Before looking at our successes, it is also important to 
acknowledge the challenges we have faced in the prov-
ince's past year. Avalanches, SARS, mad cow disease, 
softwood, fires and flooding are challenges at any one 
given time, but all in one year has been excessive by 
any stretch of the imagination, and all of these chal-
lenges have impacted tourism. 
 Tourism is a vital industry to British Columbia, one 
that contributes nearly $10 billion to the provincial 

economy and offers a host of employment opportuni-
ties throughout our province. Tourism supports the 
communities I represent, and we are proud of what we 
have to offer. 
 We know tourists come to British Columbia for 
many reasons — some to enjoy the city life that Van-
couver and Victoria have to offer, but more come to 
experience the natural beauty and outdoors that is 
found just beyond the city lights. They come to experi-
ence our back-country adventures, our mountains and 
our ski hills, our world-class resorts and our multitude 
of golf courses. 

[1035] 
 Let's focus for a minute on what we are doing right 
now to make this field stronger. As government, we 
recognize the immense contribution of tourism to this 
province and its impact on all our communities. Tour-
ism is truly a universal resource that we can develop in 
communities and regions throughout the province. The 
Kootenay region has approximately 20 destination re-
sorts, and a fair number of them are located in the East 
Kootenay area I represent. 
 As government, we want to see our resorts grow 
and thrive. The Premier appointed the Minister of State 
for Deregulation to lead the B.C. resort task force. This 
task force is working with the resort operators and first 
nations to enhance resort development and partner-
ships in B.C. and to identify and eliminate barriers to 
resort development and expansion. We want visitors to 
stay at our resorts, and we want them to enjoy and 
explore our back country. Every year more people 
come to British Columbia's interior to explore the un-
tamed wilderness. 
 Last year we experienced the horrific force of ava-
lanches. Lives were lost. Twenty-nine people from 
across Canada and the U.S. lost their lives due to the 
avalanches, 24 of those in British Columbia. A constitu-
ent recently reminded me that winter and avalanches 
will not wait. Our back-country tourism industry has 
enormous potential to grow, but safety must come first. 
The coroner in Revelstoke recently recommended that 
commercial ski and snow-tour companies be required 
to subscribe to the Canadian Avalanche Association's 
avalanche forecasting system as a condition of land 
tenure in the mountains. I couldn't agree more with 
that recommendation. 
 We must take every possible precaution to protect 
people who venture into our back country, and the best 
way to ensure their safety is to make sure they and 
their guides are fully aware of the risks and how those 
risks can change on a daily basis. I support this rec-
ommendation, first and foremost, because it increases 
safety. However, it is also necessary if we are to attract 
more tourists to our areas. People want a breathtaking 
experience, but they don't want to put their lives at risk 
to do it. 
 The safer we make our back-country exploration, 
the more people will come and support our industry 
and the communities that lend themselves to these 
activities. In a recent announcement by the Solicitor 
General, $125,000 in annual funding over three years 
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has been committed to enhance avalanche awareness 
and to support the avalanche bulletins issued by the 
Canadian Avalanche Association in Revelstoke. It was 
great news for back-country enthusiasts and the tour-
ism operators who promote outdoor excursions, and it 
was thankfully received. 
 Just three weeks ago B.C. and Alberta signed a 
memorandum of understanding to undertake joint 
efforts to market and promote tourism to key overseas 
and North American markets. These markets include 
the U.S., Asia, Australia and parts of Europe. Doesn't it 
make sense? To market together will make both prov-
inces stronger. 
 My riding borders Alberta. We enjoy their support 
as part-time residents. In fact, a good portion of the 
riding is known as Alberta's playground. This is an 
exciting prospect as we look to develop these existing 
markets and combat the negative effects that SARS, 
mad cow, the fires and terrorism have had on our tour-
ism industry in recent years. B.C. tourism is a product 
that needs to be packaged and marketed to the world. 
 The Minister of Competition, Science and Enter-
prise committed $750,000 to support targeted market-
ing efforts to make our tourism industry more competi-
tive. This builds on the $500,000 that was already dedi-
cated to B.C.'s regional tourism associations in their 
efforts to respond to a lagging sector. He has intro-
duced a new initiative to revitalize our resource indus-
tries, encourage growth in new and emerging sectors, 
build new partnerships with first nations and open up 
our transportation infrastructure to support new eco-
nomic opportunities. 
 A regional project manager will drive the initiative 
on the ground in each of the six heartland regions. The 
managers will work with the MLAs, provincial agen-
cies, the federal government, local authorities, the pri-
vate sector and first nations to implement priority eco-
nomic development opportunities in the regions. The 
regional project managers will travel widely and meet 
regularly with MLAs and other stakeholders in eco-
nomic development. 
 The success of these managers will be measured by 
meeting specific targets, such as new jobs created, new 
business startups and new investment in the respective 
regions. This is part of a strategy to draw tourists to 
our beautiful province. In addition, a number of fed-
eral, provincial and territorial conferences have been 
held in the past year to look at developing our tourism 
industry across the country. 

[1040] 
 Earlier this spring the federal, provincial and terri-
torial ministers responsible for tourism struck a minis-
terial task force to address these issues. At an earlier 
conference held last fall, identified issues that impact 
travel and tourism were discussed, such as the air trav-
ellers security tax, air service to rural and remote com-
munities, cross-border security and development of 
tourism-related opportunities in northern and aborigi-
nal communities. Part of this is education. As well as 
the tourism courses offered through the College of the 

Rockies, we now have a first nations tourism certificate 
program being offered. 
 I've said it a number of times in this House, and I'm 
going to say it again because it's so important: we 
won't have a tourism industry if we can't get the tour-
ists to our regions. That is why improvements to the 
Trans-Canada Highway, which are now underway, 
must continue. We have a lot of work to do on that 
stretch of highway that connects us to the rest of the 
country, and we can't afford to rest until it has been 
upgraded significantly. 
 I now take my seat to allow the Minister of State for 
Community Charter an opportunity to respond. 
 
 Hon. T. Nebbeling: Let me first of all thank the 
member for Columbia River–Revelstoke for once again 
rising in the House to talk about an industry she has 
been vigorously promoting as an opportunity for the 
Kootenays ever since she came into this House. 
 I'd like to remind the member that I became an im-
migrant to Canada in 1977 for one reason only, and 
that was the tourism potential that I saw in the Sea to 
Sky area. I have seen how successful the power of tour-
ism and marketing the right product can be. Whistler 
was a small community of 250 people that today is a 
world-renowned resort, with 10,000 people who live 
and work in the resort, plus winter and summer part-
time workers. 
 The basis that tourism creates sets tremendous op-
portunities for any person who wants to be in that in-
dustry. Is it in retail? Is it in the restaurant business? Is 
it in the hotel business? Is it in working on the moun-
tains? Tourism, to me, has always been an opportunity 
for this province because of its unique landscape. It 
really was a mystery to me that during the nineties, 
with the former government, there was very little sup-
port for the tourism industry in marketing this mag-
nificent product that British Columbia is. As a matter of 
fact, during the nineties the funding for marketing the 
tourism product of British Columbia came down con-
siderably, thereby really missing an opportunity for 
British Columbia not only to promote us as a magnifi-
cent province but also to enhance the industry. 
 One of the things this government was always 
committed to was to immediately focus on how we can 
boost the opportunities here in British Columbia for the 
tourism industry and where the opportunities are. Of 
course, the Kootenays have been identified right from 
the beginning in this whole debate about enhancing 
tourism and doubling the number of visitors to this 
province. The Kootenays were immediately seen as a 
jewel of opportunities. 
 Through various steps, including very much the 
member's reminding us constantly of the opportunities 
in the Kootenays, we as a province have formed a kind 
of partnership with the Kootenays. We have committed 
funding for the airport in Cranbrook so that overseas 
flights can actually come directly to the Kootenays 
rather than having to land in Vancouver or in Alberta. 
We have committed to make the Kicking Horse Can-
yon a safe route for people to come into the Kootenays 
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to experience all the tourism opportunities there. That 
partnership is working. 
 The members representing the Kootenays are very 
vigorously pursuing the opportunities and the benefits 
and are constantly involved in bringing people to-
gether to talk about these opportunities. There are a 
number of results already, as the member has men-
tioned. I think all these resorts have the potential to 
become not just bigger but more desirable. We have 
seen in this province that with a strong tourism-driven 
strategy, we have the opportunity to showcase to the 
world that, indeed, British Columbia is a place to come 
to — a place to visit, a place to enjoy and a place to talk 
about when visitors go home. That's one of the big 
things, of course, when you bring people here. If we 
have one satisfied customer, that customer goes back to 
wherever he or she came from and talks to ten friends. 
Of these friends, more will come back. 

[1045] 
 The 2010 Olympics and Paralympic Games that we 
are going to enjoy in this province, of course, are a 
phenomenal catalyst. That's why it is so important that 
today we focus not just on how we are going to show-
case British Columbia but also on what we are going to 
showcase. What is the product going to be? The work 
of the member and the various committees in the 
Kootenays is clearly focusing on making that product 
as attractive as possible. 
 I hear too often people talking about the industry 
not having a lot of merit in developing careers. Well, let 
me tell you again from experience in Whistler, many of 
the people who over the years came to Whistler to 
work in the resort are leaders in these communities 
today, are leaders in tourism. I believe the Kootenays 
are going to do exactly the same for their area and be 
an example for British Columbia that we cannot miss. 
With the work of the members and all the other com-
mittees, I'm sure we'll succeed in achieving that. 
 
 W. McMahon: I want to thank the minister for his 
comments. As you heard, from the nineties to the two-
thousands, just look where we're going. It is a new and 
exciting time for British Columbia as we prepare for 
the 2010 Olympics and Paralympic Games. The eyes of 
the world are going to be on us. It's truly an opportu-
nity to shine, and I think it's an opportunity for us to 
show our colours. 
 Last year Fernie was home to the world freestyle 
event, which hosted world-class athletes. This summer 
Farnham Glacier just outside Invermere saw athletes in 
training. Canadian Olympic sponsors who would nor-
mally look to South America or Europe for summer 
training opportunities have set up a pilot project aimed 
at summer training near Panorama. It's some of the 
best terrain they have ever seen anywhere, and there's 
no doubt in my mind that those pristine conditions will 
create a Canadian Olympic ski champion or two in 
2010. 
 The region was recently highlighted in the Calgary 
Herald. The word is getting out about the natural train-
ing facilities we have in British Columbia. We have a 

tremendous sports tourism opportunity. We will at-
tract athletes from around the world to train. It's up to 
us how many and how we convey that interest into 
economic development and job creation for our com-
munities. 
 Just this past Friday I met with former Olympian 
and gold medallist Doug Anakin in Invermere. I've 
known Doug for many years. He was a member of the 
1964 bobsled team that won gold at the Winter Games 
in Innsbruck, Austria. It was only the second time Can-
ada had competed in the bobsled event, and he is still 
excited today as he talks about his experience and the 
years he has spent following the Olympic movement. 
 Today our youth are training for 2010, and we 
should be doing everything we can to support them. 
They're excited, B.C. is excited, and so am I. 
 

PHYSICAL FITNESS 
 
 S. Brice: I rise in the House today to discuss what, 
in my opinion, is our most precious resource. No, I'll 
not be talking about forestry. I'll not be mentioning 
hydroelectric power. I won't be talking about mining. 
Our most precious resource here in British Columbia is 
our children and their well-being. Today I'm going to 
talk about something which is critically important to 
their future: physical fitness. 
 Medical studies have shown that a moderate 
amount of physical activity is one of the keys to a long, 
healthy and productive life. However, evidence points 
to the fact that the people of British Columbia, and 
similarly all other jurisdictions throughout North 
America, are living an increasingly sedentary lifestyle. 
The result is a decline in physical fitness and a rise in 
obesity across the province, particularly among chil-
dren. 

[1050] 
 This trend, of course, is the result of a number of 
societal shifts including the increase in the use of 
automobiles, automated equipment, computers, televi-
sion and so on. So what is the result? It is estimated 
that 2,000 British Columbians die each year, and obesity-
related costs will soon overtake the costs of tobacco-
related illness. It is estimated that obesity-related ill-
ness costs the provincial economy as much as $830 
million a year. As many as 47 percent of British Co-
lumbians are insufficiently active for optimal health 
benefits, and numerous health studies have concluded 
that a moderate amount of physical activity allows a 
person to lead a more productive and healthier life. 
 Recognize that what we call health care is really 
sickness care. Hospitals and clinics are not health cen-
tres; they exist to treat illness. Health centres are skat-
ing rinks, swimming pools, badminton halls, walking 
trails and golf courses. Communities which focus heav-
ily on sport and recreation opportunities are really in-
vesting in the health and well-being of their citizens. A 
physician who recommends walking, swimming or 
cycling is just as surely prescribing toward the future 
wellness of his patients as a physician who relies exclu-
sively on prescription drugs to lower blood pressure, 
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reduce cholesterol, stave off diabetes and treat heart 
disease, hypertension, osteoarthritis and a wide range 
of other illnesses. 
 Along with diet, lack of physical activity is now 
recognized by experts as the second leading prevent-
able cause of death after cigarette smoking. On a posi-
tive note, compared to other provinces, British Colum-
bia does very well in the healthy life indicators. In fact, 
B.C. has the highest rate of physical activity in the 
country. However, it is estimated that 35 percent of 
B.C. residents still do not exercise regularly and 16 per-
cent never exercise or exercise less than once a week. 
 Sadly, many who fall into this category of insuffi-
cient exercise for optimal health are our youngest Brit-
ish Columbians. Unless the families, communities and 
governments take action to reverse this trend, we are 
setting up some of our children for a hideous future of 
health problems. For children in the seven-to-eight-
year age category, 38 percent of boys and 33 percent of 
girls are classified as overweight. Implications for their 
future quality of life and the potential billions of dol-
lars added to the future health budgets are staggering. 
 How is it possible that we — the society that dotes 
on our kids and protects them with bike helmets, seat 
belts and vaccinations — are setting up one-third of 
them for possible chronic disease as they grow? Diet 
and lack of activity are two major components. Much 
has been said about fast foods and processed foods, 
and these play a major role in the obesity epidemic. 
However, I want to focus at this time on the lack of 
physical activity. 
 Sadly, participation by children in exercise pro-
grams and sports has gone down noticeably among 
lower-income families. Good public policy can lessen 
the burden of poverty and support all of our families in 
pursuit of healthy and fit children. What can be done 
provincially? The Minister of Education has introduced 
a requirement for graduating students to document 
physical activity in a graduation portfolio. It is ex-
pected that through this approach, young people can 
acquire skills and get involved in activities which will 
enable them to have lifelong involvement in physical 
activity. While some students will account for their 
physical requirements through team sports, many oth-
ers will choose physical pursuits which allow them to 
be involved on an individual basis. 
 The province has made a major investment to the 
2010 Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games. This 
star-studded event carries with it the catalyst to have 
every B.C. community plan for healthy, fit residents. 
Since we all can benefit from regular fitness, I person-
ally have committed to walking 10,000 steps a day, 
which health educators claim will ensure a reasonable 
level of fitness. To ensure this requirement is met, I 
wear a pedometer, which measures and reinforces this 
daily requirement. 
 In my community of Saanich South, I have joined 
up with a grade 6 class at Royal Oak Middle School. 
These students and their teacher, Angus Stewart, have 
been provided with pedometers and have made a 
commitment to work with my office and Dr. Lara Lau-

zon, from the University of Victoria, to track improve-
ment in fitness and, with its improvement, in academic 
achievement. This is an exciting local initiative, and I'm 
sure this small but significant program will help this 
particular group of children by making physical activ-
ity an integral part of their life. 
 
 [H. Long in the chair.] 

[1055] 
 
 I feel strongly that we have an obligation to pro-
mote healthy lifestyle choices. I'm hoping that some 
day the government will establish a day of fitness in 
British Columbia in order to underscore the need for 
families and communities to take seriously the looming 
health crisis. By establishing a fitness day, communities 
and individuals can plan events which will get people 
moving and allow folks who may not regularly exer-
cise an opportunity to have fun and hopefully change 
lifestyles. 
 Through the Ministry of Health Planning there 
could be targets established and yearly measures taken 
to assess the overall fitness of the population. As stated 
previously, obesity-related illnesses cost British Co-
lumbia's health care system approximately $380 million 
annually, or 4.5 percent of the total direct health care 
costs in the province. Through public policy and edu-
cation, happily, we have seen a decline in smoking, and 
it is predicted that obesity-related costs will overtake 
the costs of tobacco-related illness. Now is the time to 
draw resources and attention to this issue of fitness. It 
makes sense financially as well as from a quality-of-life 
point of view. 
 I look forward to hearing a response from the Min-
ister of Community, Aboriginal and Women's Services, 
who I know has a personal interest in sport and fitness. 
 
 Hon. G. Abbott: First of all, I want to thank the 
member for Saanich South for her very thoughtful 
comments on the important issue of sport and physical 
activities. I am delighted to respond to it as a minister 
responsible for sport in British Columbia. Occasionally 
I try to be fit as well — not always successfully. 
 The key to a healthy province, in my view, is to 
develop a lifelong love of sport particularly, but not 
exclusively, among the young people of British Co-
lumbia. I think it's vital for people of all ages, not just 
kids, to have that love of sport and that love of physical 
activity. My mother is a youthful 81 years old and 
walks miles a day. I think activity is key to her health. 
My 17-year-old son plays football, runs and snow-
boards, and sport and physical activities are very much 
central to his life as well. It's important that we have 
that level of activity right across the continuum of ages. 
 As the member noted, B.C. is the most active prov-
ince in Canada. I think we can all be proud of that, but 
we've got a way to go. When we have close to half of 
the population of British Columbia not getting suffi-
cient exercise to derive health benefit, we know we've 
got a way to go. There is plenty more we need to do as 
a government and as a society to build that culture of 
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physical activity so that more and more people are 
getting involved in that type of activity. 
 The statistic that concerns me even more is that 
about two-thirds of kids in British Columbia are not 
getting sufficient activity or are inactive. Childhood 
obesity has tripled in the last 15 years in British Co-
lumbia, and that should be of enormous concern to us 
all. Our bodies, when they were designed — whether it 
was half a million years ago or whatever — were de-
signed for activity, for hunting and for gathering. Our 
bodies haven't changed that much, and inactivity and 
inappropriate diet — certainly we're having the combi-
nation of those two these days — take a big toll on our 
bodies, starting right from when we're very young. It's 
important that sport and physical activity become more 
and more an intervention in the lives of young people. 
I think the most important intervention we can have is 
to ensure that our kids are active. 
 As has been noted a couple of times in earlier 
statements here, British Columbia has a fantastic op-
portunity in 2010 to (a) host one of the premier athletic 
events in the universe, (b) showcase our wonderful 
province to the world both before and after the 2010 
games and, I'd say perhaps just as importantly as the 
first two, (c) build our amateur sport system in British 
Columbia and build on physical activity in the prov-
ince in the years as we approach 2010. 

[1100] 
 There are really two elements to the strategy we've 
undertaken. One is to build on excellence to ensure that 
we see young British Columbians moving from play-
ground to podium as we move towards 2010. The sec-
ond important element — again, I think it's just as im-
portant as excellence, or probably more so — is partici-
pation. If we don't have broad participation by young 
people in summer and winter sports, we won't have 
the excellence that we're all looking for. I had the privi-
lege just last week of announcing the province's fund-
ing, in partnership with the federal government, for the 
Aboriginal Youth FIRST excellence program. This will 
be an opportunity to help aboriginal youth benefit 
from sport and physical activity. They'll be in a special-
ized and positive training environment. We'll be see-
ing, I think, more aboriginal athletes moving to the 
elite level, but we want to encourage participation from 
them as well. 
 We're trying to do the same thing across the entire 
province through Action Schools! B.C., which is a part-
nership of the Ministry of Health Planning; Commu-
nity, Aboriginal and Women's Services; and Legacies-
Now. Currently, we're in the pilot project phase of this 
at Vancouver-Richmond. We will be looking to in-
crease physical activity in schools and communities all 
across the province by next fall. 
 It's vital that as legislators and community leaders, 
we do all we can to set a strong example for young 
people in this province. I know that as we do so, we'll 
be building a healthier province and a better province. 
 
 S. Brice: I'd like to thank the minister for his 
thoughtful response. I know his strong interest in this 

issue. Obviously, all sectors of society must be engaged 
in focusing on fitness for the population at large and 
our children in particular. Parents, educators, physi-
cians and legislators have a huge stake in turning this 
obesity trend around. 
 Along with sound public policy, as I stated before, I 
think government must crank up its role. Much is be-
ing done, but in order to reach higher public aware-
ness, every opportunity must be seized to enhance the 
fitness of the public. Designating a physical fitness day, 
using every opportunity to use our bully pulpit, and 
with strong public policy, we can support families and 
communities to ensure that our children stand the best 
chance for becoming strong, fit adults. 
 
 Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to standing orders, hon. 
members, unanimous consent of the House is required 
to proceed with Motion 2 without disturbing the priori-
ties of the motions preceding on the order paper. Is 
there unanimous consent? 
 
 Leave granted. 
 

Motions on Notice 
 

ROLE OF RESOURCE INDUSTRIES IN 
HEALTH AND EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE 

(continued) 
 
 B. Penner: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and good 
morning to all members of this Legislative Assembly, 
and what a fine morning it is. It's my honour this 
morning to have a chance to speak in support of the 
motion, put forward by the member for Yale-Lillooet, 
that this House recognize the contribution of resource 
development in rural British Columbia to the health 
and education infrastructure of all communities. 
 I like to tell people that the riding which I have the 
pleasure to represent represents something of a cross-
over constituency. We are close to the urban lower 
mainland part of British Columbia, but we are part of 
the heartland of the province at the same time. We still 
have an important forest sector in our economy. We 
still have close access to agricultural production. There 
are many people — especially this past weekend, I no-
ticed, when I was travelling about the constituency — 
who enjoy taking advantage of our fisheries resource, 
whether it's in the Fraser River, the Harrison River, the 
Chilliwack River or a number of the tributaries to those 
bodies of water. 
 In many ways Chilliwack-Kent, the district I have 
the pleasure to represent, is part of the heartlands of 
the province. At the same time, we have the major ur-
ban influence in our community as well. As I've said, 
we're not that far from greater Vancouver and the ur-
banization of the province that we see there, so I think 
people from the eastern Fraser Valley are uniquely 
situated to appreciate the convergence of the impor-
tance of natural resources in terms of supporting the 
health and education and other social services that all 
of us have come to depend upon. 
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[1105] 
 Now, hardly a day goes by that somebody doesn't 
come up to me with a new idea for spending money. 
Those are in addition to the ideas that I have about 
where we could spend more money. There's no short-
age of ideas about how to spend money. The only 
shortage of ideas seems to be about how to raise that 
money. Well, it's important to remember that forestry, 
for example, is still the single biggest driver of the pro-
vincial economy when you add it all up across all the 
communities in the province. I'm not going to be shy 
here about saying that I support a vigorous, healthy, 
responsible forest industry for the province of British 
Columbia. 
 Recently there's been a lot of controversy, at least 
reported in the local newspapers in the riding I repre-
sent, regarding some forest activity that's taking place 
in the eastern part of Chilliwack. In fact, some mem-
bers here will have heard comments or seen clips on 
television about protestors upset about logging in an 
area referred to as Elk Creek. Well, let me tell you a 
little bit about Elk Creek. This is an area I actually 
hiked in quite extensively when I was much younger 
— thanks to my father, who pushed me off the couch 
as a young child and at some point dragged me, kick-
ing and screaming, up various mountainsides. For that 
I'm eternally grateful, because I got to see a number of 
tremendous places that I wouldn't otherwise have had 
any experience with. 
 One of those areas was Elk Creek, and above the 
falls that exist there is an area that we refer to as the 
Pimple. There weren't very many people hiking in that 
area, but there were a few, and our family was among 
them. Imagine my surprise when two years ago this 
area suddenly became an area of much interest for en-
vironmental groups, who said that this was an active 
area for tourism and hiking and all kinds of outdoor 
activity. Well, simply speaking, it certainly wasn't until 
it became the centre of attention about two years ago. I 
can speak to that, having been there probably more 
than 20 or 25 or maybe 30 years ago as a very young 
man at that time. There was not much interest in that 
area in terms of outdoor recreation. 
 However, flash-forward to the current time, about 
two years ago when I met with a number of people 
who said: "Mr. Penner, we're concerned about propos-
als for logging in this area." I said, "Okay, let's go take a 
look," so I went up with the leading proponent of stop-
ping all that logging activity, at least on the Crown 
land, in that area and said: "Tell me about your con-
cerns." "Well, there are a number of old-growth trees 
here that were not logged the first time." 
 Listen to that sentence. That sentence tells you that, 
in fact, the area was logged before, and that's true. It 
was done in the 1920s and 1930s, before there was 
mandatory reforestation required by law. Yet despite 
that, the area grew back quite beautifully, and that's 
why it's an area of interest today to certain groups. 
Anyway, I digress. So I said: "Tell me more about your 
concern. You're worried about a few of these old-
growth trees. How many are there?" "Well, we don't 

know, but maybe there are 50; maybe there are 70." "All 
right. What else might you be concerned about?" "Well, 
there's this creek here, and we want to make sure the 
creek isn't impacted or adversely affected in any way 
by the logging." "Okay. Anything else?" "Well, we'd 
like to see a community trail established," I was told, 
"so other people can come up to this area and enjoy the 
surroundings, the scenery, and make this more of an 
active area for outdoor recreation." 
 As I've already noted, it was an area that was pretty 
difficult to access, and it required a lot of bushwhack-
ing and fortitude in order to penetrate the rainforest 
jungle that it is. So I said: "Right. I think I can support 
that idea. I'm not sure if we can deliver on it, because 
located just below the Crown land is a large number of 
private parcels of land. In order to establish any kind of 
right of access, you're going to need cooperation from 
private property owners." 
 So off I went. I met with a number of ministers — 
including the Minister of Sustainable Resource Man-
agement, our Minister of Water, Land and Air Protec-
tion and our Minister of Forests — and said: "My con-
stituents, at least some of them, are telling me they'd 
like to see the old-growth trees protected; to make sure 
that the riparian zones, the creeks, are respected and 
protected; and, if possible, some kind of community 
trail get established." 

[1110] 
 Well, that was two years ago. Fast-forward to to-
day. The Western Canada Wilderness Committee has 
gotten involved, and they now say there should be no 
logging at all in this area. The argument has gone from 
saying that we should protect the 50 to 70 old-growth 
trees, which it now turns out are about 100 — in fact, 
after the Ministry of Forests has gone up there to cata-
logue the area, it turns out there are about a hundred of 
these old vets that were missed the first time logging 
took place — to saying there shouldn't be any logging 
of any trees of any kind anywhere near this working 
forest around Elk Creek. 
 That's one position. Well, keep in mind that that 
organization is based in Vancouver, and of course, in 
Vancouver we see all kinds of services available — 
Vancouver General Hospital and a cancer institute. 
We've got universities, colleges and technical institutes 
— all of which are very good things and important 
things for moving people forward — but they all con-
sume a vast amount of tax-dollar resources in order to 
provide those services. Where do you think those tax-
dollar resources are supposed to come from but from 
economic activity that takes place around the province, 
including in our forests? As I mentioned, forestry con-
tinues to be the single most important industry when 
you consider the impact around the province on all of 
the communities. 
 I have not been willing to accept the position that 
there should be no logging at all in the Elk Creek area. 
I've gone up there again as recently as a few weeks ago 
to take a look at some of the selective harvesting that's 
now taking place. What I forgot to point out here to the 
members assembled this morning is that the logging 
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plan that was approved by the forest district manager 
this past summer — after two years of review, by the 
way, and consultation — is essentially a plan for selec-
tive harvesting in a very small percentage of the area 
around Elk Creek. Of the area around Elk Creek, 95 
percent is not included in this logging plan. It's not 
affected by the proposed or current logging operation. 
Within the 5 percent area that is included in the log-
ging plan, the majority of the trees are actually being 
left, in addition to the old-growth trees that I've men-
tioned — about 100 or so that have now been identified 
through the good work of the Ministry of Forests. 
 We've got a situation where at the end of the day — 
even outside of that 95 percent area that's not being 
touched in this logging plan — within the 5 percent 
area that is approved, a majority of the trees are being 
left standing. In fact, 60 percent in most of that 5 per-
cent area are being left standing. It's called selective 
logging. 
 I thought that a few years ago environmental 
groups were calling for the province to adopt a system 
of selective logging. I think the Speaker can remember, 
from his time when he served in this Legislative As-
sembly in the 1980s, that the cry at the time from envi-
ronmentalists was: "No more clearcuts. We should go 
to a system of selective harvesting and maybe use heli-
copters so there's less impact on the land base." 
 Well, guess what, hon. members. That is exactly the 
plan that has been approved for the small amount of 
selective harvesting at Elk Creek. It's selective harvest-
ing in a 5 percent area of the land base. I'm not about to 
jump on the Western Canada Wilderness Committee's 
bandwagon and say there should be no logging at all in 
this area. 
 Incidentally, in the 1990s you'll remember that we 
went through this rather controversial and lengthy 
land use planning process where environmental 
groups, first nations, industry groups and others sat 
around tables in different regions of the province to 
look at how much of the land base should be protected 
from any economic activity and be set aside for pro-
tected areas or parks. 
 We went through that process in the nineties, and 
you'll remember that the previous government set a 
goal of 12 percent. There should be 12 percent of the 
province protected. At the end of the process — well, 
we're not even at the end of the process yet; there are 
still a few tables to report in — we're already at 12.3 
percent provincewide that's been set aside for parks or 
protected areas. In the area that I represent, in the 
Chilliwack forest district we're now at 22 percent of the 
land base being set aside for parks and protected areas. 
That means, obviously, there's less area for economic 
activity to take place. 
 Was Elk Creek considered during that period? I'm 
advised that it was. Was Elk Creek recommended for 
protection during that time? I'm told that it was not. It 
is not part of any park or protected area. Why was 
that? I can only conclude that perhaps it has something 
to do with the fact that it was already an area that had 
been logged previously and that those agencies and 

different groups that were represented around the ta-
ble came to the conclusion that there were higher-
priority areas that needed designation as a protected 
area or a park. As of today I'm told that the selective 
harvesting that's taking place in that very small area 
around Elk Creek is essentially complete. 

[1115] 
 This past weekend I tried very hard — from nu-
merous angles in Chilliwack, from the Fraser Valley 
floor looking up to the hillside — to actually see where 
this controversial logging had taken place. I couldn't 
see any sign whatsoever from any location on the val-
ley floor of any type of logging activity at Elk Creek. If 
you had read the local newspapers, you would have 
thought you'd see a massive clearcut on the hillside. 
But of course it's not a clearcut; it's selective logging. 
That's why, frankly, I am not surprised that when the 
people in Chilliwack look up on the hillside, they can 
see no sign of the logging at all. Yet it has generated 
considerable work for a number of people over the last 
two months and will continue to provide work as those 
logs are shipped out to mills in British Columbia for 
processing. 
 I just wanted to add that perspective on this motion 
put forward by the member for Yale-Lillooet and say 
that all of us need to remember that when we go to the 
doctor, when we send our kids to school, when we 
want a pothole filled on a road or on a provincial 
highway, that money has to come from somewhere. 
Traditionally — and even today, Mr. Speaker — that 
money, at least a large part of it, comes from resource 
activity that takes place out in the heartlands. We have 
to keep that in mind as we make further decisions 
about this province. 
 
 P. Bell: I thought a bit this morning about the con-
text of my riding, and I thought it was worth all mem-
bers of this House hearing about some of the sorts of 
economic activity that take place in the riding of Prince 
George North. 
 In my particular riding I have six sawmills. Those 
six sawmills produce enough lumber every single day 
to build 1,200 homes throughout North America. That 
translates into 300,000 homes per year in terms of lum-
ber production from my riding. In addition, I have five 
pulp mills in my riding that produce high-value paper 
that is distributed throughout North America, Europe 
and Asia. In fact, the paper that is produced from one 
particular pulp mill in my riding is of such high quality 
that it is one of only two pulp mills in the world that 
can produce paper thin enough to actually produce an 
entire New York phone book in one volume. It is of 
very high quality. 
 In addition to that, I have two chemical plants, an 
oil refinery and one of the highest-production mines in 
British Columbia. What does this all spell? It spells 
incredible revenue to the province. It spells incredible 
wealth to the province that goes to the gist of the mo-
tion from the member for Yale-Lillooet — that being 
that the value of the commodities we produce actually 
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fires the engine that drives the health care system and 
the education system forward in this province. 
 I would urge all members and all citizens of British 
Columbia to drive up and down Highway 97, because I 
think a single trip up and down Highway 97 makes it 
very clear that the wealth of this province maintains 
the education system and the health care system of the 
province. I would suggest that people just need to look 
at the trucks and the railcars when they go back and 
forth. You know what? When the railcars go from rural 
British Columbia to urban British Columbia, they're 
loaded; when they go from urban British Columbia 
back into rural British Columbia, they're empty. That 
tells you what funds the education system and the 
health care system in the province, and that's the peo-
ple of the heartlands — the people from ridings like 
Prince George North who consistently provide the 
revenues that are necessary to ensure that we have the 
type of health care system and the type of education 
system that are necessary in order to sustain our prov-
ince from a long-term perspective. 
 So I'm very proud of the work that we do. Mr. 
Speaker, 71 percent of the wealth of this province is 
driven from rural British Columbia; 41 percent of the 
budget of this province is the health care system. A 
further 25 percent of the budget of this province is the 
education system. Rural British Columbia is a direct 
supplier and funder of those processes. 
 I am very pleased to speak in favour of Motion 2, 
and I congratulate the member for Yale-Lillooet on 
bringing this forward. 
 
 J. Nuraney: I, too, rise to speak to the motion pro-
posed by the member for Yale-Lillooet. As the mem-
bers have spoken previous to me, it is very important 
to understand that we must not talk about the dichot-
omy between the rural and the urban areas. I think it is 
important for us to understand that we are all one part 
of British Columbia. The resource industry in the inte-
rior — in the heartlands, as we call it — plays a very 
significant role in our revenue-producing so that we 
can meet our commitments to the health care and edu-
cational systems that are in place. 

[1120] 
 It is important, therefore, to understand that the 
government looks upon its creation of wealth in terms 
of revenue — from resources and from direct taxation. 
When that industry, the resource sector, is not opera-
tive and is not healthy, it has a direct impact on the 
revenues of this government. So it is important to un-
derstand the intertwining relationship between the 
resource sector and the commitments of the govern-
ment that it has to fulfil. 
 I had an opportunity of late to travel with the Select 
Standing Committee on Finance and Government Ser-
vices. In the course of my travel, I could not help but 
clearly understand the problems we also have in terms 
of developing the resource sector in the heartlands. 
There are the groups, the vested interest groups, who 
are trying to delay or perhaps make it difficult for us to 
move ahead with the development of these resources. 

But it must also be said that we are blessed with the 
abundance of natural resources, and we must find 
ways of developing this sector. 
 What is also more important, in my opinion, is that 
we have seen some devastations that have taken place 
in the communities in the heartlands because of the 
decline in the traditional industries like forestry — and 
that, too, because of the protectionist measures that 
have taken place south of us in the United States. It is 
all the more reason why we must allow our communi-
ties in the heartlands to develop these resources so they 
can diversify their economy for the sustainability of the 
communities in the heartlands. 
 Another thing that was noticeable, as we travelled, 
was the effect of the global economy. As the major 
players in the world try to seek efficiencies, they try to 
maximize their profits. They try to maximize their effi-
ciencies. What has also happened is that some of these 
sectors in the interior, which were the service trades 
and the feed-ins to these corporations, have suffered 
because these corporations have now decided to move 
away from those areas in terms of seeking efficiencies. 
That, too, makes me say that it is important for us to 
develop the resources so we are able to give those 
communities better opportunities to move ahead in 
their lives. 
 There is no question in my mind that the develop-
ment of the resources directly helps meet our commit-
ments in health care and education, and I have the 
great pleasure this morning to stand here in support of 
the motion that is brought forward by the member for 
Yale-Lillooet. 
 
 Deputy Speaker: Members, the motion is Motion 2 
on the order paper. 
 
 Motion approved. 

 
 Hon. G. Bruce: I call the motion in the name of the 
member for Nanaimo, Motion 29. 
  
 Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to standing orders, hon. 
members, unanimous consent of the House is required 
to proceed with Motion 29 without disturbing the pri-
orities of the motions preceding it on the order paper. 
 
 Leave granted. 
 

ARTS AND CULTURAL TOURISM 
ON VANCOUVER ISLAND 

(continued) 
 
 G. Trumper: I am pleased to rise to support this 
motion brought forward by the member for Nanaimo, 
who we all know has a great facility that has been built 
in Nanaimo, which certainly supports the arts. 
 The arts are a vital economic force in our communi-
ties, be they large or small. Over 60,000 people in Brit-
ish Columbia are employed in the arts and culture sec-
tor. They are an expression about how a community 
defines itself. The arts contribute to the growth of safe, 
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secure and healthy communities — communities that 
are creative, whose citizens are encouraged to be crea-
tive. 

[1125] 
 The government supports the arts communities 
through $11 million in annual funding to the B.C. Arts 
Council, and certainly we are committed to supporting 
the arts as part of the 2010 Olympics. The arts in the 
smaller communities are an expression of how the 
community defines itself. The community I live in, the 
Alberni Valley, has a high number of people employed 
in industry and also has a thriving arts community that 
adds to the economics and the vibrancy of the commu-
nity. 
 For instance, the Capitol Theatre, which used to be 
a very small movie theatre years ago, just recently be-
came a theatre and received a renovation of over 
$800,000, which was donated by an individual in the 
community who left a large legacy to this particular 
theatre. It's a small theatre, but it adds and gives great 
programs and great plays to the community and is 
certainly well attended. I certainly want to wish all the 
very best to this particular group that has taken on the 
challenge of renovating the small theatre, because I 
know it will add to the wealth and the richness of our 
valley. 
 We have a very well known choir called the Tim-
bre, which has been to New York and has won many 
awards. It is led by a very well respected member of 
the musical community in the valley. Her husband was 
a very well known teacher in the high school that got 
our school programs to a very high level, which have 
been recognized right through the country. We have a 
very active arts council in the community. It leases a 
lovely old building that was left to the community by 
its owner. It has wonderful displays of art, particularly 
at this time as we see December coming closely, and 
those show many of the talents we have within the 
community. 
 The music program in our school system is well 
known. We have some excellent music teachers who 
have taken our music programs in the school system to 
great heights and have won many awards. When they 
give concerts, they are very well attended by the com-
munity, because we just know how talented our young 
people are. That gives those children such a great basis 
as they move forward into adult life. It's a talent and a 
gift they will never lose, which will enrich their lives as 
they go through. 
 Also in the Alberni Valley, we have seen a devel-
opment of the aboriginal culture. The Hupacasath band 
have been running cultural canoe trips with their cul-
ture's canoes, which have been done very well this 
year. They have in their plans to build a cultural centre 
within the community, right on the river, in which they 
hope to be able to show their culture to tourists and to 
the community and to enrich the gift that they give to 
the community as a whole with their great traditions 
that today they are still continuing. 
 We also have in our valley a very well known mu-
seum, a small museum but very well known for the 

quality of its programs for a community of its size. We 
also have the McLean Mill National Historic Site, 
which shows what used to take place in the sawmills 
earlier on and is the British Columbia heritage site for 
the forest industry in British Columbia. Those things 
are all part of the arts and part of the culture of our 
community. 

[1130] 
 In Qualicum, which is also part of my constituency, 
they have a thriving theatre in the summer and in the 
winter. They have converted the Old Schoolhouse, as it 
is known, to an arts centre, and it manages to portray 
many of the wonderful crafts and many of the art 
shows that take place within the community through-
out the year. It also gives great concerts, be they jazz or 
whatever — various types of music which appeal to all 
sectors of the community. 
 Tofino had a music festival for some years, which 
large numbers of people came to and which was a 
great opportunity for the local people out in those 
small communities to get an appreciation of the gift of 
music that so many of us have — which, unfortunately, 
is not one of my talents. But I'm always very envious of 
those who have that quality and that opportunity to 
show off their great talents for the enjoyment of all of 
us. 
 The west coast first nations are also looking at 
showing their culture to the world. As you know, the 
west coast has become a great tourist centre for British 
Columbia. We have over a million people who go out 
to the west coast every summer and throughout the 
year to view the storms in the winter. That added am-
bience to the society out on the west coast, with looking 
at being able to see how our first nations, how our first 
citizens lived…. They are also looking at providing 
canoe trips in their traditional canoes, and they're also 
looking at enlarging on being able to show their tradi-
tions to the world at large, because certainly it is an 
international scene when you go out to the west coast. 
 All these things add to the richness of our commu-
nities, be they large or small, and they are very, very 
important to adding to the way we live, to the way we 
look at life. I can remember that many, many years ago 
my parents used to take me to many of the arts and the 
concerts that used to take place in Britain. There were 
times when I probably would have preferred to do 
something else, but it has certainly been a great oppor-
tunity for me to appreciate the arts and the gifts that 
they give and to certainly expand the culture that we 
have in our lives. 
 I am very pleased to support this motion from the 
member for Nanaimo. 
 
 R. Visser: This is an important motion for a number 
of reasons, but I just want to read it: "Be it resolved that 
this House recognize the positive impact of arts and 
cultural tourism on the economy of Vancouver Island." 
I think arts and culture are important to the economy. 
That's true, but I think, more importantly, arts and cul-
ture become the cornerstone of our community and 
this Island. 
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 We have a long tradition — up and down, north to 
south, east to west, frankly — of building an enhanced 
and world-recognized place for the arts, for writing, for 
painting, for sculpture, certainly from a first nations 
perspective — but I think a recognition of the devel-
opment of a truly west-coast Vancouver Island culture. 
So I wanted to spend a few minutes this morning and 
run through some of the places where I find arts and 
culture in my communities and outline what they do 
and outline what they mean to the communities that I 
represent. 
 
 Hon. G. Bruce: The North Island? 
 
 R. Visser: That would be the North Island, sir. 
 One of the great places that I find is the museum at 
Campbell River. It has been recognized over the last 
few years as one of the best small museums in the 
province, and it's won many awards for its dedication 
to and preservation of the history and for the way that 
it portrays that history in and around Campbell River 
and the North Island. There are lots of things in there 
to see, lots of displays that are interactive, and you can 
touch and feel and wander through and get a sense of 
where we came from. 

[1135] 
 You start in the first nations. You can go and wan-
der through some of the great carvings, the coppers 
and other things that have been loaned to the museum 
by our first nations neighbours. Or you can go into the 
gallery itself and listen to the stories of the house of 
Siwidi and the "Chief of the Undersea World," Ko-
mogwey, and you can hear some of those stories that 
have been loaned by the families to the museum so 
they can be retold, using masks and voice. The kids 
and everyone who visits there can be told of the rich-
ness that first nations have bequeathed to us in our 
communities. 
 You can travel and look at some of the things that 
go on in terms of forestry. They have, I think, a 1914 
white logging truck in there and a whole host of dis-
plays on what it was like to show up in the jungle, as it 
was called, with huge trees, and how the settlers of the 
day and the forestry people of the day literally con-
quered the landscape. 
 One of my favourite pieces is the steam donkey. 
I've personally been involved in it over the years. It 
was donated. It is a 1908 Empire built in Vancouver 
and purchased in 1908 by the famous P. B. Anderson. It 
worked up and down the coast, and most interestingly 
it was bought in 1932 by Clarence Boardman. I never 
knew Clarence, but I did know his son Doug Board-
man. Doug Boardman worked with my father on the 
log barges back in the sixties. We got involved in re-
building the steam donkey because George Murdock 
and Lesia Davis at the museum wanted it to be work-
ing. They wanted to be able to fire up the old boiler 
and run it on Canada Day long weekends and other 
times. 
 I think that's important. It was a big challenge, and 
the community got together — the boilermakers and 

others — to rebuild this thing and make it into a work-
ing model. It's been a long process, but the work has 
been very rewarding. People like Alfie Goodrow and 
Jodie Woodland and Norm Fair and all the others that 
have been involved have done a wonderful job. 
 The most interesting thing for me is that we had it 
in our shop for a while, and as they were rebuilding 
some of it, Doug Boardman came up and visited. He's 
in his eighties. We were talking to him about our plans, 
and he was telling us stories about the days at the head 
of Knight Inlet when they were logging with it. He was 
telling us stories of how it worked or why it didn't 
work or some of the quirks that it had and how you 
had to treat it just right or you couldn't get the head of 
steam up. We said: "Well, you know, Doug, it used to 
run at 200 psi or 170 psi, but we're going to have to 
back that down to get some approvals." He said: "Well, 
that won't do." I said: "Why won't that do? We'll run it 
at 50 psi. We're not going to be yarding big logs." He 
said: "No, it won't do, because the whistle won't sound 
the same." I said: "Doug, you're the only person on this 
planet right now who knows that the whistle won't 
sound the same." 
 That story is important because that's part of our 
culture. That's a fellow I knew when I was a kid. I've 
known him all my life in a passing way, and he came 
and told me a story that happened in 1932 on a hillside 
in Knight Inlet. That's part of our culture. That's what 
the museum can preserve. 
 They were bequeathed the Matsunaga fishing boat, 
the Soyokaze. It was a small, double-ended live cod boat 
that was seized at the beginning of the Second World 
War as part of what I think we remember as a dark 
part of British Columbia history, as the Japanese fish-
ing community had their assets seized and sold, and 
they were interned in camps in the interior. They re-
built that boat with loving detail and care, and it sits 
there outside the museum, under cover, as a reminder 
for all of us in the community that we have that in our 
past and that we need to remember that. We need to 
celebrate that; we need to understand that. I think they 
do a good job of providing us that context in our cul-
ture. 

[1140] 
 The museum is a great place, but we have lots of 
things in our community that remind us of culture and 
art and history and where we come from and where we 
want to go. Some of the things that I find fascinating 
are things like the…. We have, of course, the Campbell 
River Community Arts Council. The president is a 
friend of mine, Ron Kerr. He's a sculptor, a landscape 
artist and a landscaper. He went and purchased 40 or 
50 big blocks of marble and started whittling away at 
them with his son and others, and the whole commu-
nity came around him a few years ago to sculpt things 
from marble. 
 He's perpetuated and done a lot of hard work in the 
arts community and the Community Arts Council and 
the Sybil Andrews Cottage — who was a famous artist 
from Campbell River. They support each other. They 
support the community. They find ways to enhance 
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and to bring those artists' work into the public main-
stream and cause that interaction, that action-reaction 
between artists and their broader community that I 
think is so fundamental. We have the Campbell River 
and District Public Art Gallery. 
 We have something that came out of all of this that I 
find one of the most rewarding weekends of the year in 
Campbell River, and that's the Transformations on the 
Shoreline, the Campbell River Shoreline Arts Society. It's 
a driftwood-carving contest. They turn three-, 3½- or 
four-foot diameter fir logs, all five or six feet tall. There 
are 30 artists. They show up in and about the July long 
weekend. They start on the Thursday, and they have to 
be done and ready for judging on the Monday. 
 It's fantastic. Thousands of people stop all day long 
to watch these folks work with their chain saws, their 
power tools, their carving tools. Because it occurs on 
the shore of our community and you drive by it every 
day — or lots of folks do — you notice a week out that 
there are all these logs standing on end. They have 
their bark on them, and they're waiting. Then not two 
weeks later, there they are — carved — and they stay 
there for three or four months as the community looks 
at them and interacts with them. I think it's one of the 
greatest draws we have. It's fantastic, because you see 
that transformation. You see these artists, and you un-
derstand, right before your eyes, the connection these 
people have with their medium and the vision they 
hold, where they go — where they started from and 
where they wind up. 
 You know, this year I was just delighted when Jerry 
Strelioff won — I was also a judge this year — with his 
sculpture Angel Fish. It was outstanding. It was these 
three angelfish entwined in seaweed. It was unbeliev-
able that that could emerge in such a short period of 
time from this piece of wood. It was fantastic. All of the 
other artists, who did just amazing and wonderful 
things with those pieces of wood, were fantastic. 
 We really try to celebrate the arts in Campbell 
River. We celebrate writing. We have the Haig-Brown 
Festival and the Words on the Water Festival, where 
we bring writers from around the world in the sense of 
the gift that Haig-Brown gave our community from his 
writings, his connection to the land, his conservation 
ethic, his views on fishing, his life and time as a magis-
trate but his life and time mostly as a fly fisherman on 
the Campbell. 
 Those are all critical. Painter's Lodge hosts Painters 
at Painter's every year, where we bring artists from 
around British Columbia and they spend the weekend 
with folks. They paint and they talk to folks. It's com-
pletely open. You can wander up to great artists like 
Victoria's Robert Amos or Toni Onley, and you can 
have conversations with them as they work in these 
beautiful gardens. 

[1145] 
 It's not just in Campbell River that it's important. 
There are other things too. Frankly, one of the great 
gifts I've had is knowing a fellow named Bill Hender-
son for years and years. Bill's a master carver in Camp-
bell River with the Campbell River band. I'll spend 

some time with Bill at his carving shack at the edge of 
the water down by the Campbell River, and I get to see, 
hear and feel the stories. You can run your hand over 
the log as it's becoming a totem, or you can hold the 
piece of cedar in your hands prior and feel its weight 
before it becomes one of his famous masks. His neph-
ews Greg and Junior and the gift that he's passing on to 
them, which was passed on to him by his father, Sam 
Henderson — many of whose works grace the museum 
next door…. It's an amazing thing to feel how light that 
mask can become or how powerful that piece of cedar 
can become in your hands when Bill's finished with 
them and the stories that come with it. 
 That repeats itself up and down the Island, as first 
nations cultural tourism and ecotourism become fea-
tures of our part of the world — Village Island tours — 
you know, trips up to the head of Knight Inlet, trips to 
the old villages, the midden villages, the clam beaches 
and the clam beds. All of those things have become a 
great draw to our part of the world. I think there's a lot 
to offer there. 
 The village of Tahsis, as it rebuilds itself — as it 
drags itself out of this pain it finds itself in once the 
sawmill had closed — has put arts and culture at the 
top of the list as part of their future. They now have an 
artists' community there. They have bought houses and 
have found Tahsis to be a place where their art comes 
through and shines through, and that's important. We 
see it in Port Hardy; we see it in Port McNeill. They all 
have art councils. They all have great artists. They all 
have great first nations artists. They all celebrate those 
successes every year, and they try to attract people to 
come and take part in it. It's a very great thing. 
 We have some great first nations museums — the 
U'mista cultural centre. Some of the greatest artifacts in 
history of the first nations people on the west coast of 
North America are in the U'mista cultural centre on 
their cultural tours. I think these things we do, which 
are promoted in our communities from arts and cul-
ture, help drive the economy. That's for sure. We bring 
people from all over the world to visit. 
 All of these things we do actually build our com-
munities. They actually are the foundation of our 
communities. It's what we have become, and it's what 
we will become over time. We need to look back. We 
need to reflect on our history, first nations and other-
wise. We need to know that logging played a role, that 
fishing played a role, that mining plays a role and that 
settlement plays a role in the taming of that wild envi-
ronment. 
 I think this is an important motion. I think this is 
important because we know how valuable it is to un-
derstand our culture, and that's something we need to 
celebrate more. I'm fully in support of this motion, and 
I'm very proud of the member for Nanaimo for bring-
ing it forward. 
 
 Deputy Speaker: Members, the question is Motion 
29. 
 
 Motion approved. 
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 Hon. G. Bruce: I call Motion 49 in the name of the 
member for Surrey-Tynehead. 
 
 Deputy Speaker: Members, pursuant to standing 
orders, unanimous consent of the House is required to 
proceed with Motion 49 without disturbing the priori-
ties of the motions preceding it on the order paper. 
 
 Leave granted. 
 

TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
 D. Hayer: I rise today to move Motion 49: 

[Be it resolved that this House recognize the importance 
of improving transportation infrastructure for the benefit 
of the economy.] 

 It is a privilege for me to have this opportunity to 
speak on such a crucial issue that is important to my 
city of Surrey and the province as a whole. Transporta-
tion is what drives the economy in this province, be it 
by ship, air, rail or road. All those areas are intercon-
nected, for without one the other cannot operate effi-
ciently. 

[1150] 
 British Columbia is a huge economic engine of 
Canada, generating raw materials, manufactured 
goods, even agricultural produce — most of it des-
tined for export. Without an efficient and effective 
transportation network, those goods and services 
could not get to the consumer; nor could the workers 
who produce those goods get to mine, harvest or 
manufacture them. I have talked about transportation 
challenges in my riding many, many times in this 
House since the election of May 2001. I have spoken 
to the Minister of Transportation, to my caucus col-
leagues and before in this House that my riding of 
Surrey-Tynehead, and the whole city of Surrey, is 
highly dependent on this province's network of roads, 
bridges, ports and railways. 
 We manufacture goods, we house workers, and we 
have many service people who need to get to work 
with ease and expedience. Without an efficient trans-
portation network, everything slows down, and that 
costs money, to say nothing of the inconvenience. In 
the past couple of years we have seen a dramatic 
change in the way our road networks are being devel-
oped in Surrey. I know the Ministry of Transportation 
is looking at many other ways to improve the life of 
many businesses, workers and ordinary residents in 
my constituency. 
 Just recently this House heard that 176th Street, 
which is also known as Pacific Highway, is to be up-
graded to four lanes from the U.S. border crossing to 
Highway 1, the Trans-Canada freeway. We also 
learned that Highway 10 running through Cloverdale 
and South Surrey will be widened to improve traffic 
flow and the connections between our major freeways 
and the ferry terminal at Tsawwassen. Let's not forget 
about plans for construction of South Fraser perimeter 
road, which will be constructed with input from the 

local residents and will speed the flow of commercial 
goods along the Fraser River corridor. 
 I have also spoken many times with the minister 
regarding the improvements to interchanges on the 
Trans-Canada, Highway 1, at 152nd Street, 160th Street 
and 176th Street and to add a new overpass at 156th 
Street and 168th Street. I know she is looking at these 
improvements which, as my constituents frequently 
tell me, are not only vital for economic well-being but 
also crucial to the lifestyles of their families, as time 
away from home in lengthy traffic jams is time taken 
away from the family. 
 Transportation improvements are the persistent 
concern of my constituents at community meetings, in 
my constituency office, at my monthly coffee meetings, 
at the last annual picnic we had — which over 2,000 
constituents attended — and at many other functions I 
attend in Surrey-Tynehead. I know that TransLink is 
working on a new project that will create another 
bridge across the Fraser River linking north-side resi-
dents and businesses with those on the south side in 
the Port Kells area of my Surrey-Tynehead constitu-
ency, improving the flow of goods, services and com-
muters. 
 I have had many good meetings with TransLink 
and my constituents regarding this new crossing, 
which was mostly satisfactory to most of the members 
of my constituency. Again, this crossing will have a 
profound benefit to the economies of both sides of the 
Fraser River, and it will reduce some of the traffic 
which now has to use the Port Mann Bridge. It has 
been over 40 years since the Port Mann Bridge was 
completed. A lot has changed since then. A lot more 
people live here and use that route. According to the 
most recent census information of 2001, my riding of 
Surrey-Tynehead is the second-fastest-growing con-
stituency in this province, with a current population of 
more than 65,000 residents. I am encouraged by the 
conversation I had with the Minister of Transportation. 
I know she is looking favourably to one day announc-
ing expansion of the Port Mann Bridge. While that pro-
ject will be expensive, it will improve immeasurably 
the economic benefits to the province as a whole, and 
specifically to Surrey, with its business dependence on 
cross-boundary commerce and the many, many com-
muters who spend precious time every day snarled in 
traffic. 

[1155] 
 In fact, not only is there huge support for expand-
ing our Port Mann Bridge, but at our Select Standing 
Committee on Finance and Government Services in 
Surrey, we heard from witnesses who told us they're 
willing to pay extra for it. Even the Surrey Chamber of 
Commerce said at those meetings on October 10 of this 
year that it supports the twinning of Port Mann Bridge; 
the widening of Highway 1, the Trans-Canada High-
way from 200th Street to Vancouver; and helping to 
build the South Fraser perimeter road. 
 At this time I would be remiss in not talking a little 
bit about the Gateway program, which is the potential 
setup and improvements to the regional road network 
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that would significantly improve the movement of people 
and goods along and across the Fraser River — the gate-
way to crossing greater Vancouver as well as national and 
international markets. The program is designed to in-
crease access to trade and industrial facilities, reduce 
travel time, improve neighbourhood liveability and take 
significant steps toward completing the region's road 
network — all contributing to making the lower mainland 
a better place to live and work and do business in. 
 The Gateway project includes the South Fraser pe-
rimeter road from Port Kells in my riding to Deltaport 
Way in south Delta, providing significantly improved 
access to industrial areas, travel-time savings for resi-
dents and a free-flow route for tourists accessing the 
ferries to Vancouver Island. It is also looking at the 
perimeter road on the north side of the Fraser River, at 
the new Port Kells crossing of the Fraser and the twin-
ning of the Port Mann. 
 Primary estimates suggest the infrastructure in-
vestment would be in the range of $3 billion. I hope 
that detailed consultations with governments and 
communities and road users leading to the Gateway 
project will begin soon. 
 While I could go on at length about the huge eco-
nomic benefit this improved transportation network 
will have for the lower mainland and for this province, 
I also want to hear what other members of this House 
have to say about how transportation improvements 
will help both their communities and their constitu-
ents. I know from my travels to all parts of this prov-
ince that transportation is a key issue, no matter where 
you live in British Columbia.  
 

 B. Penner: I'm the next person on the list of people to 
respond to this motion put forward by the member for 
Surrey-Tynehead. Certainly, it's a motion that I would 
like to talk about at some length and to talk about the 
great work that's taking place in the district of Chilliwack-
Kent, the riding I have the pleasure to represent. 
 Great construction projects are currently underway — 
including a new overpass that we've waited for, for dec-
ades in my community — as a result of this government's 
willingness to move forward in cooperation with the city 
of Chilliwack. I could also tell members about the drive I 
took yesterday up the recently paved Chilliwack Lake 
Road. You can now go all the way to the lake. The road is 
paved all the way — again the result of our heartland 
strategy, recognizing the importance of transportation. 
 I will not go into those details because I note the 
time, and I note, by the looks on members' faces, that 
they have a growing appetite. So I will reserve my 
right to participate in this debate further, but at this 
time I move that the House adjourn debate. 
 
 B. Penner moved adjournment of debate. 
 
 Motion approved. 
 
 Hon. G. Bruce moved adjournment of the House. 
 
 Motion approved. 
 
 Deputy Speaker: The House stands adjourned until 
2 p.m. today. 
 
 The House adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 

 
 


