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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2005
The House met at 10:04 a.m.
Prayers.
Private Members' Statements
LOCAL HEALTH CARE INITIATIVE

K. Stewart: It's my privilege today to take my time
to talk about health care. As many of you know, the
delivery of health care is one of the challenges that's
facing all global communities, and there are not too
many jurisdictions in the world that would say that
they have this under control.

[1005]

If we use the measurements of life span and life-
style, in British Columbia and Canada we're doing
pretty good. Canada has one of the longest average life
expectancies in the world, and British Columbia has
one of the longest in Canada — close to 80 years old for
women, and men are quickly closing the gap with less
than a year behind.

In British Columbia we've increased the health care
budget over $2 billion, up 23 percent since 2001. How
has this impacted my community? Well, let me just
give a quick profile of my community. In Maple Ridge-
Pitt Meadows, the two communities, the population is
over 80,000. About 75 percent of these people are in my
riding. British Columbia has an average of 13 percent
of the community made up of seniors. In my commu-
nity it's approximately 11 percent. With regard to chil-
dren, we have a higher percentage of younger children
in our community than the rest of British Columbia.
Ours is about 10 percent higher.

When we talked about health care delivery in all of
British Columbia, we talked about the improvement in
emergency care. I'd like to take a few minutes to talk
about some of the emergency care improvements that
have happened in my area. At our Maple Ridge hospital,
the Ridge Meadows Hospital, we are undertaking an
emergency ambulatory care redevelopment project. This
project originally started out with a $6 million contribu-
tion from the provincial government, which has been
upped now to $8 million, and the community, which has
been very supportive of health care delivery in our
community, has upped their contribution from $2 mil-
lion to $3 million. So we've gone from a project that was
scheduled to be at $8 million; it's now up to $11 million.

The emergency access program for our emer-
gency.... This a regionwide initiative that has been
extremely successful at our Ridge Meadows Hospital.
The average waiting time for emergency patients seek-
ing admission into the hospital — those who come into
emergency and are waiting to get into hospital beds —
has declined from 23 to 8 hours. This is a significant
improvement in that area. Contributing factors include
the 24-hour home support service, which allows people
to be moved through the system a little better, and a
team focus for discharging patients. The holdup was
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getting the beds available at the front end. Needing to
get beds freed up at the front end, one would have to,
of course, have people discharged at the other end.

There was also the addition of a full-time psychiat-
ric nursing position. This also helped to move people
through the ER and to assist patients who have addic-
tions and those who have mental health issues.

The surgical services have also seen a great expan-
sion in our hospital. We have expanded the capacity in
our surgical wards by completing the opening of a
fourth surgery facility, an operating room. That was in
September. We've also had surgical funding that has
allowed this to be opened on Saturdays. This has
added another ability for the hospital to do 55 joint
cases. I assume that's joints in the body and not from
issues with drugs out in east Maple Ridge. This has
added those facilities to our community hospital, so
people with hip and knee replacements will have a
little quicker service. We've also added a new general
surgeon position in the surgery department.

When we look at the operation of our hospital,
many of the doctors have commented to me on how
more efficiently run the operations are in the hospital,
plus the addition of new equipment makes it much
easier for them to diagnose and much quicker for them
to get the information they need to deal with the pa-
tients at hand.

A couple of the new pieces of equipment that have
been added to our hospital include the CT scanner. The
Ridge Meadows Hospital has reduced patient lists for
this procedure by 50 percent. Before, they had to go to
another hospital. The community came on board in a
very big way and helped support the purchase of this
equipment. Also, in doing so, they were able to add a
digital storage unit, which means that all the informa-
tion can be kept digitally, and it can be transferred very
easily to the doctors and to other specialists who are
dealing with the patient. At a touch of a keystroke on a
computer, they have that information in front of them.

Another thing that has come out of this technology
was the startup of PACS. This is North America's largest
on-line system for sending these diagnostic images. This
happened initially at Ridge Meadows Hospital. I was at
a technology meeting where I met some people from Bill
Gates's organization. This project at the Ridge Meadows
Hospital was one that he actually talked about in one of
his international speeches. Obviously, this is the latest
state-of-the-art technology in image diagnosis.

[1010]

The other thing we received for equipment was a
new echo machine. This came to Ridge Meadows Hos-
pital in 2004. This, again, made it available for the doc-
tors in our hospital so they didn't have to send people
to Eagle Ridge for this one test.

There is also a mini c-arm at Ridge Meadows Hos-
pital, which has been wanted for some time by the or-
thopedic surgeons. This will allow for easier imaging,
and it's also on a portable machine so it can be moved
around the hospital.

One of the areas that I am personally very pleased
with is the designation of our community as an area of
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need. We were very short in the number of doctors per
capita in the region of Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows. As
a result of this designation, we've been able to recruit
15 family doctors and seven specialists to our commu-
nity. This is a big factor in our community, as now —
and I don't want to say this too loudly, because I know
there are many communities that are constantly look-
ing for doctors for their patients — we have doctors
that are actually advertising for patients in the local
newspaper, which is certainly quite different than it
was just a few short years ago.

Another initiative that's impacted the doctors in our
area is the addition of a hospitalist program for or-
phaned patients in our hospital. By "orphaned patients"
I mean those that don't have a regular doctor or whose
doctor isn't available at the time they're in the hospital.
This ensures that these so-called orphaned patients will
receive daily attention by a hospitalist who is dedicated
to them individually while they're staying at the hospi-
tal, to ensure that they're moving through the tests that
they need and to ensure that their discharge plans are
in place and that there's support from the family for
them when they are discharged.

There was another innovation that was put forward
in the winter at our hospital. It was winter-surge fund-
ing. This provided for seven additional beds open from
December to March, when obviously the flu season is
in full force. The geriatric teams there were able to as-
sist with these additional beds for the complex needs of
many seniors.

Now, I have many more things to say about our
health care system in our area, but at this point I'd just
like to ask the Minister of Health to make a few com-
ments, because 1 know of the great work that's been
done provincially. We're certainly seeing that in our
local community.

Hon. S. Bond: It is an absolute delight this morn-
ing to be in the House and to be hearing some of the
great-news stories around health care in British Co-
lumbia. Certainly, this is a government that has taken
the provision of resources for health care very seri-
ously, and as the member for Maple Ridge-Pitt
Meadows points out, we've added in excess of $2.4
billion to ensure that the kinds of things that the
member has brought to our attention this morning are
happening not simply in his riding but in ridings all
across the province.

I am so pleased to have seen the work of the mem-
ber for Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows. He is absolutely
passionate about health care services and ensuring that
those are closer to home. He is very concerned about
the issues related to our youngest British Columbians.
In fact, the member was instrumental in pursuing pe-
diatric services in his local hospital and also made sure,
as the member pointed out, that this particular area
was listed as an area of priority recruitment for GPs
and also specialists. And the results are clear. The
member made them very obvious to us this morning.
In fact, new family doctors and seven specialists are
practising as a result of the hard work that was done,

much of it under the leadership of the member for
Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows.

One of the other facilities that's incredible and is
related to this particular riding is the Asante fetal alco-
hol centre. That particular centre is an absolutely amaz-
ing place. That particular centre receives referrals from
all over the province, and this member has certainly
pursued significantly the goal and funding and re-
sources for the centre.

But innovation in health care is not simply reserved
for this particular member's riding. In fact, we see all
across the province that health authorities are working
to deal with the challenges they face in incredibly in-
novative and very resourceful ways. We know that
British Columbians are receiving health care closer to
home, and I want to give you just a couple of examples
of local innovation in health care. It's certainly some-
thing that we embrace and celebrate as a government.

[1015]

I want to highlight very quickly three achievements
in three of our health authorities that were recognized
— nationally, in fact — for what they are doing closer
to home to deliver patient-centred care. Awarded an-
nually, the 3M Health Care Quality Team Award is
handed out by the Canadian College of Health Service
Executives. This prominent health care industry acco-
lade acknowledges successful, sustainable quality-
improvement projects that demonstrate high levels of
innovation and outstanding teamwork. There are a
number of categories, and British Columbia has won
two of them — one in non-acute and one in acute care.

Vancouver Island health authority won the prestig-
ious national 3M Health Care Quality Team Award in
the non-acute care category. The Vancouver Island
health authority's chronic disease care program in-
volves 32 doctors on southern Vancouver Island and
4,000 patients and helps improve the identification and
management of diabetes, congestive heart failure and
depression. By applying evidence-based quality-
improvement models and effective chronic disease man-
agement techniques, the project promotes practical and
supportive interactions between empowered patients
and a proactive interdisciplinary health provider team.

So far the great news is that 90 percent of the par-
ticipating physicians believe that they are better
equipped to improve the process of care for their pa-
tients with chronic disease. Better patient care is exactly
what innovation is all about.

Another example. Providence Health Care's Van-
couver coastal foot and ankle clinic received the 3M
Health Care Quality Team Award for Canada in the
acute care category. Their project was entitled A Mul-
tidisciplinary Pathway for Surgical Patients from First
Hospital Visit to Discharge. It outlines the new way
that patients receive care.

You know, Mr. Speaker, I can honestly say that the
good news in health care is often lost in some of the
noise we hear from, in particular, the members oppo-
site. But today we've heard examples of how we are
making a difference in British Columbia. When you
look at a government that has committed funding to
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the level that we have and that will look to increase
that over the next number of years.... We know that
patients deserve quality health care, and they deserve
it much closer to home.

I was really delighted to hear about some of the im-
provements in ER care taking place at Ridge Meadows
Hospital. We know that at particular times of the year
there certainly are challenges in ER care, and to look at
the innovation in a program like a winter-surge program
says exactly the kinds of things we need to be looking at.
So thank you to the member for Maple Ridge-Pitt
Meadows for a great news story in health care.

K. Stewart: In closing, I'd like to thank the minister
for her hard work and dedication. I know that under
her watch the health care system is going to continue to
improve in our province.

I'd also like to take the opportunity to thank the
Minister of State for Early Childhood Development for
her work in assisting me with the Asante Centre. We
know that an ounce of work in looking to help people
early in the stages of trying to prevent health care prob-
lems is only going to help us a lot down the road, and
this is one area that we're certainly supportive of.

I'd like to take just a last couple of minutes and
quickly close with some discussion about our aging
population and the impact on our health care system.
This looming challenge has gone unaddressed for at
least a decade, with the previous government not even
having the foresight to have a planning department to
look at this. Any demographer could have told you as
early as the sixties that we have this huge challenge of
aging. The demographics are there, and the bulge is
starting to come upon us.

There was obviously some need for some facilities.
I know there's been a lot of discussion about facilities,
but one of the great things I've seen in my community
is, first, an upgrade of the existing facilities. A lot of the
facilities were very old. There was only the one level of
care — intermediate care — and then the hospital.

What we've seen now is, at least in some areas, a
great improvement in the supportive care. That allows
people two things. It's the supportive care in the homes
and also the assisted living facilities which allow peo-
ple to make that transition.

One of the most startling things I noticed.... I went
to an intermediate care facility and saw a woman who
was in her seventies. She'd been in there for 15 years.
At the age she was and the condition she was, she
could have at least been in an assisted care facility if
not in her own home if she had the supportive care.
That's what we did with people 15 years ago. We just
plunked them in the one institution.

In our community I am very pleased to say we've
had the two older facilities at our hospital, the Creek-
side and Alouette manors, which have 130 patients in
them.... We're building brand-new facilities for them.
We're upgrading those facilities, and construction is
underway as we speak.

We had the Royal Crescent assisted living facility
just completed, and the previous minister was out and

saw it. He could not believe the quality of the facility.
He was very taken aback, and we're very proud to
have that facility.

[1020]

We also have the private sector coming in. We have
the Willow Manor, which has opened in our commu-
nity. This is a great facility for seniors. It gives them
that option of private care there that's available to the
community. It adds beds. There's also the opportunity
for the ministry to purchase space there.

Another facility, the Golden Ears retirement home,
is looking to triple their capacity under a new redevel-
opment plan. Many of these beds will be available for
full government funding,.

In closing, I'd just like to say again that we've got
some catch-up to do with this with regard to senior
care. I think that by first looking at the facilities we
have and then looking to expanding, we're on the right
track. I look forward to a future where all our seniors
will be cared for in facilities that are appropriate for
their needs.

SUCCESS BY 6

S. Orr: Today I rise on behalf of the member for
Nelson-Creston to talk about the Success by 6 early
childhood development partnership. The member un-
fortunately got hung up with travel plans.

I just have to say right here that I have such respect
for all of these people that come in from across the
province. I'm a very spoiled human being. I live here. I
drive my car. I sleep in my bed. I must say that I just
have to comment on that. I know that the member
really wanted this speech delivered, and I am very
happy to do it for him.

This is very important to him. He's talked to me
about it before. Again, to all those members who have
to come from such a long distance and who have to be
away from their families, I thank you on behalf of just
myself. As Isay, I'm very fortunate and can live here.

Success by 6 is a program that is concerned with
ensuring that all children from birth up until the age of
six have access to programs that support healthy
growth and development. Through an innovative
partnership between credit unions, the United Way
and the provincial government, Success by 6 is build-
ing communities from the bottom up.

This is a government concerned with the well-being
of the entire province, in the present and long into the
future. We want results, but ones that will develop into
long-lasting, sustainable programs or institutions. We
want to build for the future, and we have a plan to do
sO.

Prevention plays a significant role in our plans. All
of the initiatives this government has instated have
looked not only on the problems at hand but deeper, to
the sources of these problems. Health care, education,
job creation — all of these things don't just depend on
the amount of money you put into them, for that
would be endless. They require planning, decision-
making and excellent leadership.
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Throwing money at our problems is nothing more
than a band-aid solution. We have learned from poor
management in previous governments to go to the root
of the problem. For many cases prevention is the unri-
valled solution.

Success by 6 is an excellent example of a program
that goes to the very root of our society: our children. It
is designed to help those who are the most vulnerable,
those who are unable to help themselves and those
who have no choice of where they are born and under
what circumstances. Success by 6 utilizes the notion of
a community raising children rather than the parent
alone. This is essential in preventing many of our socie-
tal shortcomings. We are building positive, contribut-
ing members of the community, and this will benefit
everyone, not just one segment of our society. Preven-
tion — through healthy lives, yes; by promoting educa-
tion, yes; but first and foremost through giving our
children the best.

Research has shown that the most critical years of
human development are from birth until the age of six.
These are the years when the brain is building and
neural pathways are being formed — connections that
will influence their entire lives. Approximately 90 per-
cent of the brain's growth occurs by the age of five.

Without the right stimulation during certain peri-
ods of development, the full potential of that child is
permanently lost. We cannot wait or pause while time
quickly passes. Science is constantly reaffirming that
brain development during pregnancy, as infants and as
toddlers affects learning and behaviour as well as
physical and mental health throughout life.

[1025]

Let's consider the child born this year, and that is
my grandchild that was born last week. This little soul
is what this applies to. If given proper nutrition, affec-
tion, nurturing, stimulation and an engaging, stimulat-
ing environment, they will develop brains with many
neural connections. This child ends up healthier, so-
cially engaged, responsible, successful at learning and
better able to cope with stress. They are even said to
have a better sense of self.

A similar child in an insecure, violent or chaotic
environment will be more likely to have difficulty deal-
ing with stress and will be generally less healthy, less
able to fight disease and more prone to drug abuse and
smoking, as well as negative habits, as they grow older.
We can all see that the costs over the long run for the
second child far outweigh those of the first child. Eve-
ryone who has had children understands the personal
desire to wish the best for our children, and most par-
ents, if able, use this desire to help their children reach
their greatest potential.

As mentioned earlier, environment and parenting
contribute immensely to early childhood development.
Parental awareness is critical. Success by 6 addresses
issues around parenting — the importance of educat-
ing the parent or guardian, expressing the significance
of reading to your children, finding good day care,
spending quality time together — and how all these
contribute to your child's development.

We make the assumption that all parents should
know how to raise their children. I never received a
handbook. I have five children, and I'm still learning.
Success by 6 allows us not to be perfect. There is no
such thing as a perfect parent, but there is such a
thing as a good parent, and that is often an educated
parent.

There are over 250,000 children under the age of six
in the province today — capable little minds struggling
to achieve their potential. Unfortunately, approxi-
mately 25 percent of today's children age six are not
ready to attend preschool. This is a number that should
be much lower.

Fortunately, Success by 6, along with this govern-
ment, recognizes the importance of these early devel-
oping years and the child's surroundings. This gov-
ernment provided a $10 million grant as part of its
commitment to this program. This established the early
childhood partnership fund. With the partners' help,
Success by 6 initiatives are developing all over the
province. So far there are 18 to 19 initiatives being es-
tablished throughout the province, with six of these
initiatives in the interior.

Success by 6 is not a one-size-fits-all program. Once
an initiative has been set up, a council of the partners
— business, labour and government — builds a strat-
egy plan for their community, developing priorities
that are individually tailored to their situation. I know
that my colleague in his riding of Nelson-Creston has
been doing this. He's talked about it many times.

As we can see, our investment is paying off. Money
and time devoted to Success by 6 are going to find a
better B.C., and with the continued effort of the Success
by 6 partnership, we are sure to make improvements.

On that note, I invite my colleague the Minister of
State for Early Childhood Development to offer her
thoughts on this important issue. I look forward to her
comments, as they come with a wealth of experience
and a great depth of knowledge.

Hon. L. Reid: It's Valentine's Day. What a grand
gift to be able to speak about the children of this prov-
ince. I thank my hon. colleagues the members for Vic-
toria-Hillside and particularly Nelson-Creston, because
both individuals have been fierce advocates for the
work of this government in this area. I thank them both
most sincerely.

If any of you have been to my office — and many of
you have — there's a memorandum of understanding
hanging on the wall. It was signed in 2003. It carries the
Premier's signature, my signature and the signature of
the head of the Central Credit Union movement, Mr.
Dave Mowat. What it signifies is a partnership that's all
about Success by 6.

The United Way signature that's attached to that
brings those four partners together, if you will, and
says how important it is that each of us advance the
notion of prevention in health care and prevention in
child care and that we marry those pieces together,
wrap it all around a really solid base of early childhood
development.
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The notion of preventing any calamity in a child's
life is a wondrous opportunity for governments. The
opportunity to put forward a glorious childhood before
the babies of this province is a wondrous opportunity.
There's no question about that. So how we proceed,
how we collectively align our resources to ensure that
every single baby born in this province.... There are
approximately 42,000 born annually in British Colum-
bia — 42,000 opportunities that we would wish to see
blessed by the resources, by the economic fabric of this
province.

The Premier has been passionate that if, indeed, we
want a stronger economy in British Columbia, it will be
because we have stronger families. The Success by 6
partnership is exactly one of those partnerships. I men-
tioned the Central Credit Union movement. George
Scott, with VanCity, was integral to this debate and this
partnership coming to the fore. He said: "You know,
communities in British Columbia can, indeed, be more
actively involved and can cite for themselves the no-
tion that babies are their future citizens." In this in-
stance, they are future credit union members, our fu-
ture students — frankly, future parliamentarians —
future business owners, future employees. We need to
look at brand-new offspring in this province as the
fabric that will strengthen the province as we go for-
ward.

It has been a glorious partnership. As the member
for Victoria-Hillside has mentioned, it is about com-
munity mobilization. It's how you get members of the
community excited and exhilarated by the notion of
caring for children. It's vitally important.

The Premier has been passionate that we only go
forward from the base of the best possible science. We
have engaged Dr. Clyde Hertzman, the University of
British Columbia and the human early learning part-
nership, because it involves every single major univer-
sity in British Columbia — well over 200 university
academics today, university researchers engaging in
discovering and resolving issues that will impact on
how we deliver care to babies and children in the prov-
ince.

I'll give you a glorious example: Dr. Brian Christie at
the University of British Columbia and his research in
terms of the best learning environments for brand-new
babes affected by fetal alcohol or by drug addiction.
What kind of environments will they prosper in? In fact,
this province, as many jurisdictions in Canada, used to
treat those populations in exactly the same way — low
lighting, low-stimulus environment, tamped down.

What he has found — and his research is abun-
dantly clear on this question — is that it's a different
response required if you're affected by alcohol. It
should be a high-energy, high-stimulus, high-exercise
environment if you're a baby affected by alcohol. The
other approach — tamped down, low-stimulus envi-
ronment — is absolutely the correct approach for a
drug-addicted babe. Understanding the nuances, the
differences, in those populations will, in fact, change
the outcome for those babies, and that practice will

come to bear in British Columbia as a result of this
partnership.

Academics coming closer to guiding, directing
and strategizing with government on the best ap-
proaches — it's absolutely the right way to proceed.
We want very much to make better strategic decisions
in government around the babies of this province. Dr.
Hertzman's work has pointed out, in terms of his
community mapping, where we should site new li-
braries, new literacy programs and new support pro-
grams for families. At the end of the day, we want
babies to be better cared for by their families, so the
work we can do around durable parenting is vitally
important.

We want very much to ensure that we make good
strides as we go forward. With the assistance of my
colleagues at the cabinet table and my colleagues the
MLAs in this chamber I can tell you that this govern-
ment is on record as leading the country in terms of
strong early childhood development. To each and
every one of you who wake up every day concerned
about the babies of this province, I thank you most
sincerely.

S. Orr: Many thanks to the minister for her know-
ledge and leadership in all areas of early childhood
development. This minister is exceedingly passionate
about this. We've had endless conversations. You go to
her office, and you can tell that this is her passion.

It is with this government's initiative that we will
strive to make B.C. achieve its potential. Nothing
should stop us from giving our kids the best and the
brightest opportunity to succeed. This is an essential
step in improving literacy as well as taking some
weight off our health care system and finding jobs for
all British Columbians.

By giving our children the opportunity to partici-
pate in quality programs during their early years, we
are giving them great gifts: better interaction with
peers, easier transition into schools, better classroom
skills, larger vocabulary, better language skills, better
health — and the list goes on. Our children will even-
tually inherit this province and all that the government
has done with it. Do we want this to be a positive or a
negative statement? I am not sure the inheritance
would have been positive four years ago: debt, unbal-
anced budget, health care crisis, etc. With the changes
this government has made and the plan we have for
this province, we will have something good to pass to
our children.

[1035]

It is rewarding to hear firsthand what plans have
been laid for our children's future. I can truly say I'm
excited for what my children will have in store for
them. I like to imagine B.C. as a province reborn.

For almost four years we have been nurturing this
province, helping it develop like a new child. We will
achieve our Success by 6. Can you imagine where we
would be in two more years? We are cultivating a
province with the potential to be phenomenal in its
maturity. Our plan is in motion.
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On that note, I thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank
the member for giving me the opportunity to deliver
the speech on his behalf.

SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN

V. Anderson: Today I would like to highlight our
collective opportunity and responsibility to give prior-
ity to our children, as we have been discussing this
morning.

By their very nature, children at birth and even
prior to birth are dependent for their well-being on the
adults who care for them. They are dependent on oth-
ers for their physical, social, emotional, spiritual and
intellectual development and are dependent until they
become adults in their own right. Sometimes even then
they will need continual help, as all of us do in our
interdependent world.

Thus, it means that we need to consider carefully
how we are supportive individually and collectively to
the children of our communities and their families. We
need to reflect on a regular basis what our opportunity
and responsibility to our children is. Perhaps we begin
with the well-worn phrase that actions speak louder
than words. It is a reminder that every single action in
which we engage has an effect upon our children —
using "our" to refer to the children of our communities
locally, nationally and internationally.

The cumulative effect of the actions of our lifestyles,
in total, reflects our responsibility or lack of it to the
younger members and their generation. Every action or
inaction of this Legislature has a bearing on the well-
being of the world's children. We know well the phrase
"the global village" but often fail to reflect it in our
daily lives. I highlight these overall responsibilities that
we bear because we cannot discuss the rights of our
children without accepting that children depend on
responsible adults for their very being and for their
lifetime development.

The Society for Children and Youth of British Co-
lumbia has long advocated for the well-being of our
children. They have challenged the Legislature on nu-
merous occasions to take seriously our responsibility
for the United Nations convention on the rights of the
child. They ask: does domestic legislation measure up
to the statements of the United Nations covenant that
Canada, on our behalf, has signed with 187 different
countries around the world? They have developed a
model to be used to assess the compliance of policy
and practice with the convention.

In May 2004 a forum was held in this regard at the
Justice Institute of B.C. in cooperation with the Interna-
tional Institute for Child Rights and Development at
the University of Victoria, the Canadian Coalition for
the Rights of Children from Ottawa and the National
Children's Alliance. Currently they are following up on
this process and urging the government of B.C. to be an
active participant.

Of course, the final requirement for us, as legisla-
tors, is to be aware of and to understand and appreci-
ate the convention itself. As a reminder of this, this

coming week I will deliver to each member of the Leg-
islature a copy of the convention.
[1040]

The second requirement is that we study this con-
vention and seek out its implications for our actions in
the Legislature. We can do this by asking a question:
how does our commitment as a province to this con-
vention impact our actions within the Legislature? Is
our legislation consistent with our commitment?

Theoretically, I believe we have all agreed that the
well-being of children is a priority in our families and
our communities. However, it is then up to us to dis-
cover how 20 percent of the children in Canada con-
tinue to live in poverty, with inadequate housing, in-
adequate food, inadequate health care — and so simi-
larly here in British Columbia.

Fortunately, the children's agenda in B.C. has been
newly invigorated with our focus on early childhood
development, on healthy children, on renewal in edu-
cation and on child care. Yet another agenda also needs
to be studied: how does the legislation produce and
work with non-profit community groups for a coopera-
tive approach — as was mentioned this morning with
Success by 6 — for the well-being of British Columbia?
How does an interministerial committee work together
between the ministries to have a common approach to
the families and children of our province? Have we
asked ourselves how the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and the Canadian Charter of Human
Rights and Freedoms relate to the convention of the
well-being of children and how these are reflected in
our legislation?

As a democracy we are encouraging and seeking
freedom for all peoples in their individual affiliations,
no matter where they live. Does this fully include our
concern for children — that they have the rights for
recognition, for healthy food, for clothing, for educa-
tion and, most of all, for love? What discussions have
we undertaken on the well-being of our children? Is it
in the headlines of our community newspapers? How
does this relate to our commitment to the convention
on the rights of the child? I believe it is urgent that we
undertake this discussion, and I thank the Minister of
State for Early Childhood Development, who has
spearheaded this new understanding of our children
and of their development within our province. I would
ask her to share her thoughts with us.

Hon. L. Reid: It is indeed an honour for me to fol-
low the member for Vancouver-Langara and his topic
of supporting our children.

I certainly often quote a saying that says: "Children
are the messengers we send to a time that we will
never see." We as a Legislature, we as a collective, must
decide what that message will be. All of you know my
message on this question — that it is about safeguard-
ing the wee souls. I was very touched recently to be at
an event with the Minister of Labour, who also referred
to the babies of this province as wee souls.

Indeed, when the Premier came to me and created
the expectation that we create a cross-government inte-
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grated strategy around early childhood develop-
ment.... I am pleased to tell you that I believe we're
well on the way. I believe we have created some won-
derful opportunities.

The debate about the investment, the quality of the
investment and the dividends it pays is long over. That
research is well established, and I do believe it is our
responsibility, certainly — as parents, as politicians, as
policy-makers and, frankly, as concerned individuals
— to build the kind of society we would wish to leave
for those who will come after us. I believe that in Brit-
ish Columbia we are doing that.

The UN convention on the rights of the child spells
out the basic rights of children, and the challenge for
governments is to ensure that we look at the decisions
we take and the legislation we pass through a child's
lens. What does that particular process look like from
the perspective of a child? What do they see from their
vantage point of being three or four or five years old in
British Columbia?

Certainly, the ratification since 1991 isn't that old.
It's a 14-year ratification. Have we made sufficient pro-
gress over those 14 years? I think we have done re-
markable things in British Columbia, some extraordi-
nary things. I think we have much work to do in terms
of the 42,000 babies born next year and each year fol-
lowing. I want us very much to continue the work
around a cross-government integrated strategy.

[1045]

I want us to continue to put parents first. I want us
to look at how we support parents in the province. All
of us in this Legislature want children to be happy, to
be healthy and to have opportunity. All of us wish that.
What we would wish for our own children is, frankly,
what we wish for the babies of this province. If we
have that understanding, we need to respond to the
families' needs. I'm absolutely delighted to tell you that
the Premier shares that commitment — that he's vitally
concerned with how we care for the youngsters of this
province.

I can tell you I've had the absolute pleasure to have
wondrous dealings with the infant development pro-
gram in the province, led by Dr. Dana Brynelsen from
the University of British Columbia. That is very much a
program that supports people in their homes. When
they have a vulnerable, at-risk infant, it is someone
who comes to the door and shares the trials and tribu-
lations, the energy, the opportunities and the gains that
those little souls will make. No question about that.

My challenge has been to continue to integrate that
process as we go forward. We've created a provincial
aboriginal infant development adviser in British Co-
lumbia, because we want very much to strengthen that
fabric. We've supported the refocus of child develop-
ment in the province. Infant development programs in
British Columbia are for babies from birth to three
years of age. Supported child development is from
three to six years of age. We want parents to experience
a continuum — that they do not have to look for new
services when their child turns three, that they are tran-
sitioned smoothly into the school system.

Provincial consultant for pediatric therapies. We
had the pleasure of having a speech-language patholo-
gist guide us in our first year. We will have an occupa-
tional therapist or a physiotherapist guide us in our
second year and then in our third year. We want that
level of expertise to come to government.

We've created some new funding opportunities for
children with autism. All of those, I believe, fit beauti-
fully under the United Nations Charter. I believe they
fit because they honour parental choice, parental re-
sponsibility and, I believe, our obligation to ensure that
parents have the skills they need to take those issues
forward with some finesse.

I have a strong passion around aboriginal early
childhood development. If we can create opportunities
where aboriginal first nation families in British Colum-
bia believe they are well supported.... We have 41 abo-
riginal early childhood development sites in British
Columbia, and that number continues to grow on a
regular basis. As the word moves forward, so do the
programs that follow.

I think that is the hon. member for Vancouver-
Langara's point — that, indeed, the action must follow
the word. We, I think, have done some very, very
good, respectful engagements with aboriginal commu-
nities in British Columbia, and that speaks to me. The
work will only continue if people believe in the work.
Any one of us can create change with sufficient re-
sources. The challenge will be: does the change con-
tinue? Does the change endure once we are no longer
in these seats? That is the expectation, certainly.

I might close by saying a few words to honour the
lifelong work of the member for Vancouver-Langara
on this very important question. He is a community
capacity builder of the highest order. Of that there is no
question. His resonance will stay with us long after he
has exited this chamber.

It has been an honour to work with him, and we
will certainly go forward. Thank you very much.

V. Anderson: I would thank the Minister of State
for Early Childhood Development for her comments
and, particularly, for her actions in this province,
which have made a significant difference to thousands
of children and their families.

She referred to the task given to her by the Premier,
and I would like to read a letter today into the record,
written by Gordon Campbell when he was mayor of
Vancouver in 1992:

"The city of Vancouver believes that children are our
most important resource and represent our hope for the
future. We are committed to being a city that provides
healthy, safe and supportive environments in which our
children can grow. We recognize that if we can be a city
that works for children, then we'll be a city that works for
everyone.

"In order to promote the well-being of children, the
city has undertaken a number of activities. We have es-
tablished the unique position of children's advocate — a
person at city hall with the job of advising city council
how we can best meet the needs of children. We have
adopted a comprehensive civic child care policy with
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policies and resources to help develop a continuous qual-

ity of child care choices in each neighbourhood. We have

supported the school-based hot lunch program in our in-

ner-city schools and have worked hard to see that other
levels of government also accept their responsibility for
children.
[1050]

"Recently city council unanimously adopted a chil-
dren's policy and children's agenda to guide the city's ac-
tions on children's issues in the future. We are proud of
these initiatives but know that much more remains to be
done. We hope that the community at large will join in
this important work.

"Yours truly,

Gordon Campbell

Mayor"

I want to say that he has taken his words sincerely.
He has moved ahead into another level of government.
He has given it a priority. We have joined with him in a
priority for our children in British Columbia, and I
want to say thank you for his vision, his insight and his
persistence.

DREAM HOME CHINA

G. Trumper: I rise today to talk about the China
Dream Home project. With all that we hear about the
Canadian softwood lumber dispute with the United
States, how long it continues and the negative impacts
on British Columbia families, communities and British
Columbia as a province, it's my pleasure to talk about a
new project that will increase demand for British Co-
lumbia lumber.

Last month I joined the Minister of Forests, the
Minister of State for Immigration and Multiculturalism
Services and the member for Burnaby North for a trade
mission to China. We travelled to Shanghai, where the
China Dream Home project was constructed to demon-
strate what B.C. lumber and wood products can do for
Chinese housing.

We also participated in the opening of the China
Dream Home project. What was most noticeable was
that as we walked into the building, we could smell the
wood. We could smell the cedar. In a city of cement,
steel and concrete and great pollution, it was wonder-
ful. The China Dream Home is a showcase housing
project manufactured out of B.C. wood. It is managed
by, interestingly enough, Mr. Poole, who resides in
Qualicum, which is my constituency.

British Columbia's forestry sector was a partner in
developing the project. Approximately ten million
homes are constructed in China each year — five times
more homes than are built each year in the United
States of America. Very few of these homes are built of
wood, which means that there is a huge opportunity
for all British Columbians if we can convince Chinese
people to choose homes built of wood. British Colum-
bia would benefit the most from a shift to wood-based
construction in Chinese homes, because we are the
world's largest softwood lumber exporter.

Our Dream Home project is more than just a show-
case to show off what our wood can do. The project

includes many factors that will be necessary to help the
people of China to start building more wood-based
housing. One important component of the project is
that we are helping China to make it easier for builders
to construct wooden houses by helping China update
their building codes and regulations. We are also help-
ing Chinese builders, engineers, architects and trades-
people through training programs that will develop
their wood-building skills. As more Chinese building
trades workers are able to build better frame houses,
more frame houses will be built in China, creating
more demand for our lumber.

We're also creating partnerships with Chinese de-
velopers to encourage the production of more wood-
frame houses in China. The firm that built the presenta-
tion centre, Jin Qiao, is now working on a new housing
development, and they are constructing 205 units of
wood-frame housing and are planning to build 100
units of wooden townhouses. These projects will be a
great start, and I'm sure that we will look forward to
many more housing developments.

We're also looking at developing a demonstration
building in Shanghai to promote concrete-wood hy-
brid low-rise developments. As we diversify our
lumber export markets, British Columbia will become
less reliant on the U.S. export market. In other words,
we will be less worried about softwood Iumber du-
ties, which have such a negative impact on my riding
of Alberni-Qualicum and the entire province of Brit-
ish Columbia.

The United States will be a smaller portion of our
lumber market. More markets and larger markets
would help our number one industry grow and em-
ploy more people throughout British Columbia. As
more lumber is produced and consumed, more loggers
and people in my constituency of Alberni-Qualicum
and throughout B.C. will be able to secure good-paying
jobs in our forest industries.

[1055]

What should be noticed is that in some of the
lumberyards in Shanghai, we had wood from APD
mill in Port Alberni and the Somass mill. I hope we
will see more of that lumber in China. This would
help potential foresters and people in the forest in-
dustry find quality jobs that will support themselves
and their families and contribute to their communi-
ties.

At this point I would like to turn over the floor to
the member for Burnaby North for his thoughts and
comments on this unique project when he accompa-
nied us to China.

R. Lee: It is my pleasure to respond to the member
for Alberni-Qualicum on the Dream Home China pro-
ject in Shanghai.

I am glad to witness the completion of phase 1 of
this project, as we participated in the opening of the
presentation centre. It's now the new home for the
Canada wood products service centre and offices for
the Council of Forest Industries — COFI — and the
B.C. Wood Specialities Group Association, the Coast
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Forest Products Association, as well as other B.C. forest
companies doing business in China.

It is indeed a true collaboration between the gov-
ernment agencies and the industries, since products
from more than 13 forest companies across this prov-
ince are used to finish the presentation centre. B.C.
experts in building code regulations, design, construc-
tion and training are all partners in this project as well.

Now we know that this magnificent centre is man-
aged by one of the constituents of the member for
Alberni-Qualicum as well. It shows that this project is
very broad-based, and it demonstrates all aspects of
B.C. wood-frame construction products, technology
and knowledge.

I have met many people involved in this project or
in wood-frame construction in general over the last
two years — for example, the management of the pro-
ject partner Jin Qiao, building code developers from
Forintek in UBC, wood-frame technologist trainers
from BCIT, and of course the staff of Forestry Innova-
tion Investment. Their enthusiasm in further opening
up the Chinese market for B.C. lumber products is
truly driving this unique project.

Local companies with headquarters in Burnaby are
involved in this project as well. Last September I was at
the Taiga Forest Products Aldergrove yard to see the
last shipment off to complete this presentation centre.

During this trip to Shanghai many of the delegates
from the B.C. forestry industries had opportunities to
meet Chinese designers, architects, developers, build-
ers, importers and researchers. This kind of interaction
and relationship-building is very important and very
helpful to increase the export of B.C. lumber and other
forestry products.

With the member for Alberni-Qualicum and other
members of the delegation, we also visited other wood
housing projects in the Shanghai area. The Thames
Town project in a Shanghai suburb where a Canadian
builder has completed about 64 wood-frame houses in
Victorian and Georgian styles of architecture demon-
strated that there is a market for quality designed and
constructed houses in China.

[H. Long in the chair.]

The Tecsun Homes tour in Suzhou enhanced the
delegates' knowledge in the history and the efficiency
of wood-frame construction in China. Some of our
delegates were vivid critics of what they observed in
these tours. They can offer many constructive sugges-
tions for improvement regarding construction tech-
niques, building materials and space utilization. Some
of these opinions have been or will be communicated
to the management of various projects.

[1100]

To develop the B.C. advantage in the Chinese hous-
ing market, it's essential that we are taking the lead in
helping the Chinese central and local governments to
develop the wood-frame construction building codes.

During this trip, the Minister of Forests took a step
to further our advantages by signing an MOU with the

Shanghai municipal people's government's construc-
tion and management commission science and tech-
nology committee. The development of these local code
provisions in order to adapt to local conditions and
circumstances is an important advantage to be carried
forward to open up the Shanghai wood-frame con-
struction market.

I would like to thank the member for Alberni-
Qualicum for highlighting the Dream Home Canada
project, because it's the bridgehead for our forestry
companies in the Chinese market.

G. Trumper: I would like to thank the member for
Burnaby North for his comments. At this point I would
like to mention how important it is that we keep look-
ing for such opportunities in China and around the
world. It is important to keep working on this oppor-
tunity for British Columbia lumber. We need to keep
promoting B.C. forest products at the same time as we
identify any barriers that countries have in using our
products.

Without finding the barriers, we cannot work as a
province to tear them down — whether skills training,
new building codes or different construction tech-
niques are what is needed for B.C. forest products to
take off. Only through such programs can we hope to
expand British Columbia lumber products to countries
which traditionally have not used lumber in their hous-
ing construction.

I know, just as my constituents do, that B.C. forest
products are an excellent product, useful in a wide
variety of construction projects. With such an excellent
project, the proper marketing is necessary so that peo-
ple all over the world will know about our forest prod-
ucts and how they can take advantage of the opportu-
nities they provide. British Columbia is taking the op-
portunity to demonstrate the quality of B.C. wood
products, and I am certain that this will help grow our
industry and our province, which will be good for
every British Columbian.

Deputy Speaker: Members, that concludes private
members' statements.

Motions on Notice
ROLE OF ARTS IN B.C.

S. Orr: Mr. Speaker, thank you for this opportunity.
I rise to speak to Motion 1 standing in my name on the
order paper, which reads:

[Be it resolved that this House recognize that the arts are

the heart and soul of our Province.]

I am very pleased to move this motion in this
House and to be part of a government who recognizes
the huge contribution that the arts make in all our
communities around this province. Writers, poets, ac-
tors, craftspeople, artists — they are the heart and soul
of our communities.

The arts can move and elevate people and commu-
nities through their craftsmanship, and this craftsman-
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ship can lead to exciting community transformation.
The arts are vibrant and have great popular support
not only in the urban centres but also in the heartland
of B.C.

For instance, Sechelt's population grows by 53 per-
cent during the Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written
Arts. Over $30 million is brought into Merritt during
the four-day Merritt Mountain Music Festival. Annu-
ally, 30,000 people attend the Kamloops Art Gallery.

In my community right here in Victoria, the arts
play a huge part in the lives of us locals, but also in our
tourist industry. One of our local annual events is
Symphony Splash, which happens in the summer. Tens
of thousands of people come from all over to listen to
our symphony play from a platform in the harbour.
People arrive in the morning to stake out their spot
with their lawn chairs. Families gather. Tens of thou-
sands of people of all ages come and enjoy wonderful
classical music. The community gathers to enjoy each
other, and this event is just another example of the
heart and soul of a community gathering together.

[1105]

Some people who tend to be more interested in
sports rather than the arts probably don't connect that
many major sporting events have an art component
and that they are actually enjoying the arts without
even realizing it. A great example of a major event is
the Super Bowl. People gather to watch this football
game, and even those who don't particularly like foot-
ball watch because of the halftime show showcasing
famous artists. It is actually talked about almost as
much as the game, especially in some years.

About 40 percent of the people in B.C. attend per-
forming arts events on an annual basis. This figure
does not include attendance of visual and interdiscipli-
nary arts, which would bring this figure to well over 50
percent. Research and statistics from both federal and
provincial sources indicate that our audiences cover a
wide spectrum of cultural and socioeconomic back-
grounds. Interestingly, women are the majority of sup-
porters who are actively involved in their communities.
It is also interesting to note that British Columbia has
the highest performing arts attendance rates in Canada
if we take out pop culture stats, such as rock and roll.
This growing demand for the traditional arts in B.C. is
a strength that we should build on and not take for
granted, especially when it comes to investment in the
arts.

The arts provide more than entertainment. For ex-
ample, the arts make a critical contribution to the prov-
ince's economy. We are, as a government, working
hard to rebuild our resource-based economy, but the
information-based and creative economy is huge and
growing. For instance, 63,200 people are employed in
the arts and culture industry in B.C., according to the
Assembly of British Columbia Arts Councils. Fifty-one
percent of visitors to B.C. say that culture is a factor
when choosing this province as a destination, enhanc-
ing B.C.'s cultural tourism product.

Communities with a strong arts presence are more
likely to have decreased poverty rates, decreased crime

rates, greater population growth, a better sense of
community identity and pride, and less intergenera-
tional and intercultural intolerance. The arts assist in
increasing the tax base and property values. Young
people who are involved in the arts, whether as audi-
ence members or participants, have fewer social prob-
lems and better academic success.

Funding the arts is always a challenge. Funds are
obtained from every level, but unfortunately it is much
harder to get funding for the arts than for sports. Both,
in my opinion, have equal value and are the best things
for our communities and especially for our children.
But the arts have a unique costing problem.

I always find this a good example to understand
their challenges. I would like you to try to imagine this.
In your daily work today, in the job that you are doing
right now — the same output, the same deadlines, the
same quality — try to imagine doing this job, the same
job, 200 years ago. That means no phones, no com-
puters, no BlackBerrys — sounds pretty good to me,
actually — no transportation other than carriages,
horses and your feet. How many people would it take
to do that job, your job, today?

Well, this is what many of the arts are up against
every day, because it takes just as many hours to re-
hearse a symphony today as it did 200 years ago. You
cannot downsize Madame Butterfly to one chorus mem-
ber. Operas, symphonies, stage plays — they are just as
labour-intensive as they were 200 years ago, and they
are expensive to create. When you go and see your
child perform in his or her local ballet school, nothing
much has changed. They are still being taught as they
were 200 years ago, except the room now has electricity
and heat. But to learn ballet and then perform, the hu-
man labour is still the same. It cannot be done by tech-
nology.

[1110]

We could not imagine life without these art forms.
That is why funding for the arts is such a challenge.
Every one of us in British Columbia is touched by the
arts in some way or another. They are the very heart
and soul of many of our lives. We all live busy lives
these days, but it makes us feel good to watch a come-
dian, just to relax — to watch a play, to listen to a sym-
phony, just to lose ourselves in another world for a
short time. It rests our minds; it feeds our energy.

I look forward to hearing from my colleagues on
this motion, which I believe is critical to the heart and
soul and the well-being of our community.

M. Hunter: On this Valentine's Day, to speak about
the heart and soul of our province is probably appro-
priate. I would like to thank the member for Victoria-
Hillside for bringing this subject to our attention.

I was particularly interested in her reference to
sport. There are some people out there who have
known me for a long time, who would be surprised
that I would stand to talk about the arts. They perhaps
think that I thought art was conducted on the soccer
pitch. As a kid I always would rather watch Manches-
ter United than go and see the Hallé Orchestra, but
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times change. We get older, and some of us smarten
up, I guess. So I'm pleased to stand here today to reflect
on the subject of this motion.

You know, "the arts" is very difficult to define.
Unlike perhaps any other dimension of human exis-
tence, the arts capture the old saying that one man's
treasure is another man's garbage — or one woman's
treasure is another woman's garbage. It captures the
expression: beauty is in the eye of the beholder. What
you like is probably something that I don't, and what I
like may well be something that you don't.

I think that it is those differences amongst us as
human beings and the way we see movement — the
way we see pictures and any kind of artistic expression
or cultural expression.... It is those differences amongst
us that make the arts so vital and such an important
part of our lives and why this motion is important to
our province.

You know, I think that the arts tend to be taken for
granted. Music is all around us. Rarely in this cham-
ber.... I've heard some members try to sing, and that's
probably just as well that we keep music out of here.
We don't even stop to think about the music we hear in
our daily lives because it is all around us. Graphics,
pictures, traditional painting, banners that appear in
our streets.... They brighten up our homes; they
brighten up our offices; they brighten up our commu-
nities. They are the arts, and all that they mean to you
and to me is all around us. I think we barely stop to
think about it, but we should. This is the opportunity to
do so, if only briefly.

On Vancouver Island the arts and cultural commu-
nity is extremely active. I want to spend just a little
time to talk about and praise those who are making our
lives richer through their contribution to the arts com-
munity.

The member for Victoria-Hillside talked about the
importance of this activity for tourism, and she is ab-
solutely right. One of the expressions of interest in
arts and culture on Vancouver Island is, indeed,
called the Arts and Cultural Highway. This is a loose-
knit organization of people who are trying to promote
arts and culture tourism. There are lots of places for
them to see, from Victoria to Campbell River to Port
Hardy. It is an interesting expression of how arts and
culture can actually build our community through
tourism.

In my own city of Nanaimo, the arts and cultural
community is very, very hard at work. For a city of
80,000 people and a region of perhaps 120,000, it is
amazing how much performing arts we have in
Nanaimo. We have independent theatre companies.
We have the Port Theatre, which hosts hundreds —
and I mean hundreds — of events a year. The place is
busy 365 days. We have very active theatre and music
schools at Malaspina University College. We have the
Vancouver Island Symphony orchestra, whose home is
in Nanaimo. I don't think there are too many places in
Canada that could boast to host a full symphony in a
community of our size, but there they are — and ex-
tremely well supported, I might add.

[1115]

In the visual arts we have the CIBC centre for the
arts in Nanaimo. We have private and public art galler-
ies that are boosting our community, bringing people
in, providing services to the arts community.

Nanaimo is famous for music. I think most mem-
bers will appreciate and know of Diana Krall, a native
daughter of Nanaimo. Some members, who have an
interest in perhaps a different style of music, might
know of David Gogo and the great qualities he brings
to the music scene in this province. I mentioned the
Vancouver Island Symphony orchestra. Marlin Wolfe,
who is the conductor of that orchestra, has been a tutor
and a mentor to many, many musicians. Nanaimo is
justifiably well known for its musical prowess.

Books are part of the arts and culture community. In
Nanaimo we have a rather interesting book scene. We
have used bookstores. Now, why would I stop to speak
about used bookstores? Well, it turns out that used
bookstores are an important part of our culture. Used
bookstores in Nanaimo specialize in particular subjects
to do with the Pacific Northwest. One in particular fo-
cuses on Pacific Northwest culture. People come from all
around North America. They phone from all around
North America to bookstores in Nanaimo that specialize
in whatever it is that these people are interested in. It's
an attribute of our community that is perhaps not recog-
nized by many people who just see a used bookstore as
that. They are more, and I think that credit goes to the
people who are involved in those businesses and provid-
ing that kind of service to consumers all around this
continent from my home community.

We have an active film commission in Nanaimo
that has international accreditation — seeking out loca-
tions in our community, bringing film-makers to the
mid-part of Vancouver Island to add to what Vancou-
ver Island already offers to the film world.

We have a museum which, again for a community
our size, is extremely well put together thanks to a
tremendous amount of volunteer time put into that
museum over a long period of years by people in
Nanaimo who recognized the importance of art and
culture and history — the original coalminers.

Mr. Speaker, you may be interested to know that in
November of 2004, I attended a celebration of the 150th
anniversary of the landing of the first immigrants on
the ship Princess Royal, which landed in Nanaimo at the
time when Hudson's Bay had a small fort called the
Nanaimo Bastion in place. Again, that is a history. It's
culture; it's the arts. It's the photographs, the drawings,
the artifacts of those years long ago that add to the
quality of life and are exhibited in our museum. It's a
museum that, by the way, is scheduled to expand in
the new Nanaimo centre. The Nanaimo District Mu-
seum has been allocated something in the order of
15,000 to 17,000 square feet of exhibit space. That's
quite a challenge for a community our size to fill that
much room with the artifacts that they have from our
past, including the past of our first nations people.

In all of these areas that I've mentioned, people are
working to try and improve the quality of our life — to
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provide services, to provide entertainment, to provide
the backdrop to what I said are things we don't nor-
mally think about.

I think we need to stop, as well, and remember that
the Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games are com-
ing to B.C. — and a reminder of how that event is go-
ing to benefit our arts and culture community. I am
involved with our local Spirit of 2010 committee in
Nanaimo, working with LegaciesNow. That activity is
going to bring a new focus in our community and, I
think, around this province to arts and culture. To go
back to the theme that the member for Victoria-Hillside
talked about and I started with, the involvement of
LegaciesNow, the activities, non-sporting activities
around the Olympic and Paralympic Games, are actu-
ally going to serve to bring sport, arts and culture to-
gether.

I know that artists struggle. They always have. It's
not new that artists are trying to eke out a living. I think
that if you go back through the pages of history, you will
find that artists like Beethoven and Mozart actually
struggled in their lives too. They were sponsored by
people who had money. They had mentors who had
money, and the same is true in British Columbia.

[1120]

I had the opportunity just a few days ago to visit
the Victoria film festival to see a movie made by a per-
son I know, a man by the name of David Vaisbord,
who is a struggling B.C. film-maker. He is recording
people in this province and our history, as we speak.

I think it's important we recognize, as the member
for Victoria-Hillside said, that as we rebuild this prov-
ince and as we create the foundations for a strong and
vibrant arts and culture community, we remember
people like David Vaisbord and the work he is doing to
make our province a richer place — and a richer place
to leave our children.

As we move into the golden decade that we are
building in this government, I agree with the motion
that we need to support our arts community. We have
the capacity to do it. We have the desire to do it, and
we have the product to support. So it is with pleasure
that I would like to say I speak in favour of this motion.
I want to thank the member for Victoria-Hillside for
giving me the opportunity to speak about things that,
quite often, I don't think about and I take for granted.

G. Trumper: [ rise today to support this motion
from the member for Victoria-Hillside.

You know, arts and culture are the heart and soul
of any society, and our province is no different. Proba-
bly one of the greatest gifts that I got from my school-
ing, which was some time ago, was that we were able
to be taken to the art galleries in London. We were
taken to the symphony concerts in London. We went to
some of the other concerts that took place — the
Promenade concerts. We were able to have specific
people come into our school to give orchestral concerts.
We had choirs coming in.

Although at that time in my schooling it probably
didn't register as well as it might have, it's something

that has stayed with me all through my life. I really
appreciate the fact that somebody took the effort to try
and teach me some of the wonderful benefits that come
from the opportunity to be able to participate in some
of these great gifts that other people have, who are able
to contribute to the wealth in the arts and culture parts
of our lives.

Every part of British Columbia has some special gift
or area in arts and culture that they excel in, and I just
want to talk about my riding a little bit. In Qualicum,
which is on the east side of my riding, they have a
thriving theatre group. They have one in the winter.
They have one under the tent in the summer. We get
the Victoria Symphony coming up once or twice a year
to the civic centre, which we're able to enjoy. They have
wonderful artists. They have wonderful people — pot-
ters — in the area, and it is known as an area to come
to, to be able to enjoy that part of life.

As we move across the Island and come to Port
Alberni, we have a very lively theatre that was the
beneficiary of a considerable amount of money left as a
legacy from a resident of the valley. They were able to
convert and improve the small Capital Theatre that
seats about 300 people but now is a small theatre.... It
produces wonderful plays, wonderful entertainment.
Just recently, they did Sing a Song of Sixpence, which
played every weekend for about five weeks.

We also have wonderful music programs in our
school districts, in school districts 69 and 70, and many
of those bands and choirs have won national awards.
In fact, in their high school jazz program in school dis-
trict 69, one of the young men who plays the trumpet
actually played at the Grammy awards. He was a rep-
resentative from British Columbia and had the great
opportunity to go down and play at the Grammy
awards just recently. We have wonderful choirs, both
on the east side of the Island and in the Alberni Valley,
that are strongly supported by the communities, and it
just adds to the richness.

[1125]

We also are known particularly in the Alberni Val-
ley as a community that has great sports facilities. We
do have many provincial and national events that take
place. Maybe that's one of the things we are known for,
but at the same time we are known for many of the
cultural activities that enrich us.

We have a museum in the Alberni Valley that is
known as one of the best museums in the province for
its size. More or less every exhibit they have in that
particular museum is on view, and they are very fortu-
nate to get many travelling exhibits to this particular
museum, which sometimes other communities are not
able to get.

All these make up the mosaic of our society. All the
things that we have in our communities — whether it is
sports, theatre, libraries, the aboriginal community....
The Tseshaht band, a nation in Port Alberni, as a matter
of fact, received funding from the province as they were
building a longhouse on their particular reserve.

There is a community — the Huu-ay-aht band on
the west coast of Vancouver Island — that has now
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discovered a very, very ancient village on the west
coast of Vancouver Island, which has become a heri-
tage site for Canada. We have the McLean mill in the
Alberni Valley, which is a heritage site. We actually
have the Brant Festival in April, which is on the east
coast of Vancouver Island, which is also part of our
culture and is part of the arts.

There are so many things that enrich our lives, and
it would be most unfortunate if we were not able to
build on those gifts that people give us, on the facilities
we have, for the programs that we have. With the
Olympics 2010 taking place, arts and culture will be a
strong part of that. I look forward to being able to par-
ticipate in many of those events and to seeing our arts
and culture grow in this province. It's one of the things
that are so valuable to our society, and I certainly do
support the member for Victoria-Hillside's motion.

J. Bray: I, too, rise in support of the member for
Victoria-Hillside's motion. I thank her very much, as
others have, for raising what is often a very critical part
of our community life but one that sometimes falls a bit
below the radar screen.

When we talk about infrastructure in our communi-
ties, we talk about sewers and roads and public transpor-
tation and some of the bricks and mortar that we see in
our community and how important they are. But really,
the arts provide opportunities for social infrastructure in
our communities that I think are equally critical to actu-
ally having a community that does have, as the member
from Hillside says in her motion, a heart and a soul.

You can have bricks and mortar and buildings, and
you can have buses and ferries and all those types of
things. But if you don't have the arts as an active part
of your community that connects people from different
cultures, different generations, different socioeconomic
backgrounds and educational backgrounds, you really
have no heart and soul in your community. It is some-
thing that I think we should continually be pushing up
to the top — whether we're in a large urban centre, like
we are in Victoria, or in smaller communities in the
capital region, like Sooke or North Saanich, which also
can provide arts opportunities that really connect peo-
ple together.

In my few minutes I'd like to focus on the heart and
soul of a community and arts with respect to the most
precious asset we have, which is our children. Children
often, as they learn how to make their way in the
world, learn how to talk, learn how to use the alphabet
and numeracy....

One of the best ways that children, especially
young children, can learn to express themselves is
through the arts — not necessarily in absolutely formal
settings. But children love to draw. They love to paint;
they love to get in the mud and make mud pies; they
love to dance; they love to play. The arts is an area that
children can really blossom and start to express who
they are to their community long before they might
actually have cognitive understanding of some of those
self-identifiers. So strong support in a strong arts infra-
structure really creates the first good opportunity for

our children to engage in their larger community as
individuals and make contributions that really enrich
the lives of everybody else in the community.

[1130]

Certainly in Victoria-Beacon Hill, we are blessed
with a lot of arts opportunities for families and young
people to participate in. One that was recently in the
news was the Luminara lantern festival, which is a
festival in Beacon Hill Park that allows children and
families to build lanterns. Then on a midsummer's
night in July, up to 20,000 people parade through Bea-
con Hill Park at dusk with their lanterns.

Of course, the night is magical, and there is music
and all sorts of other activities that go on. Really, what
is so great about Luminara is that there are free work-
shops provided around the city, where families can
actually build the lanterns themselves. There is no cost,
so all families are equally able to participate. It is the
fact that children are creating something with their
parents or with their brothers and sisters or their aunts
and uncles or their grandparents, which is a way for
them to express their individuality and then display it
with 20,000 other people — people they have never
met before, people they may never meet again. But all
have a collective desire to participate on that beautiful
night in July.

Luminara, which was at risk of being cancelled
because of a variety of issues.... I was very proud that
the Minister of Community, Aboriginal and Women's
Services was able to respond with a $25,000 grant to
help ensure that Luminara would carry forward. It's
great that we have so many community partners that
have also stepped up to the plate and, most impor-
tantly, that the board of the Inter-Cultural Association
reversed its decision. This great family arts festival and
cultural festival will carry on.

In fact, the Inter-Cultural Association provides an-
other great opportunity for families and for children to
learn about the arts and learn about culture. That, of
course, is that every summer here in our Inner Harbour
we have the ICA Folkfest, which allows for dance and
music and food from a variety of cultural and ethnic
backgrounds to be displayed and really for children to
see all the great wonderful opportunities in music and
dance that various cultures provide to our community
— as Victorians and Canadians, something that we
celebrate with great pride.

There are also some other events that occur, which
really are so important from the point of view of the
arts. In my riding we have the Belfry Theatre, which
this government has supported with major grants for
renovations, that provides all sorts of opportunities for
not only just the actual plays they put on but work-
shops and opportunities for young people to become
involved in theatre, either as actors or writers or stage-
hands, and to really be involved with what is a very
exciting and rewarding area of the arts.

Langham Court Theatre, which is a smaller
neighbourhood theatre, provides the same opportuni-
ties in beautiful Rockland. That is something that I
know many of my constituents support and enjoy go-
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ing to. I was very pleased that recently through gaming
proceeds, they received $355,000 for major capital
renovation to further enhance the experience of fami-
lies going to see live theatre.

I have spoken many times before about the greater
Victoria Art Gallery, which draws over 55,000 people
annually to displays. In the last couple of years, the
greater Victoria Art Gallery has moved on to the na-
tional stage by doing some major renovations that al-
low them to take some significant displays — including
the Group of Seven, the French Impressionists and oth-
ers — that have really exposed Victorians, kids and
adults alike, to some of the greatest art that exists in
North America — again in the wonderful neighbour-
hood of Rockland in my riding. Certainly I will con-
tinue to support the art gallery as it works to continue
its outreach, bringing in children for art classes, draw-
ing classes and art appreciation classes and reaching
out to the schools to provide that entire avenue of the
arts to our children.

[1135]

Of course, the Victoria Conservatory of Music is
becoming one of the nation's best teaching opportuni-
ties for young musicians in the classical music genre.
We are now, in Victoria, producing some of the best
young musicians in western Canada from the Victoria
Conservatory of Music. But whether or not they be-
come great concert pianists or they just spend a few
years learning how to play violin, we know that when
children are involved in music, it's important for their
education. They do better at school, it gives them a
focus, and it gives them something to enjoy. But of
course, music is one of those things that one can enjoy
throughout their entire life, so children benefit im-
mensely from exposure to music, and the Victoria Con-
servatory does a great job of that.

We also have the grand Royal Theatre in my riding,
downtown Victoria, and Pacific Opera Victoria, which
really has become a national leader in putting on inno-
vative operas and creative operas for those on Vancou-
ver Island. Why the arts are important in that context is
that not only is it a great privilege for local people to be
able to go and see Pacific Opera Victoria, but the arts
also provide that opportunity for others to come from
other parts of Vancouver Island or, in fact, the
mainland to visit Victoria, spend some dollars and
provide that tourism draw as well. Of course, we are a
tourist town, so the arts support tourism, and the arts
are the heart and soul of our community.

Another really critical arts event in greater Victoria
— and I know that the member from Hillside is a big
supporter of this — is that every August B.C. Day
weekend we have the Symphony Splash. The Victoria
Symphony, out of their own operating funds, rents a
barge, brings out the full symphony and fireworks, and
we have about 40,000 people who will sit out on the
lawns of the Legislature in the Inner Harbour for a free
concert celebrating classical music. It always finishes
with quite a bang and fireworks, but it exposes lots of
children to the wonders of music — live music and
classical music — and, I think, every year spurs fami-

lies on to explore music together. Children are a big
part of Symphony Splash and a big part of that B.C.
Day long weekend. Really, it is the music that becomes
the draw for what is a great community event — as the
member says, the heart and soul of the community.

Finally, we also have to recognize that a growing
area is the film industry. That is arts, but it also employs
many, many people now in this community on a full-
time basis. Its direct financial impact is about $25 million
a year. Its direct and indirect is upwards of $75 million a
year into this local community. We have actors; we have
writers; we have producers; we have boom operators;
we have camera operators; we have caterers. It is a vi-
brant community involved in the art of film-making —
commercials, feature films, television, shorts. It used to
be that people would have to travel over to Vancouver
to get work. They now actually live and work here per-
manently, and they are becoming a vibrant part of our
economic family here on southern Vancouver Island and
also are producing world-class films and world-class
television that the rest of the world can enjoy. That, too,
is becoming part of the heart and soul of greater Victoria
— our film industry.

We are very fortunate in Victoria and the south
region to have such a great arts infrastructure, and I'm
very pleased that the member for Victoria-Hillside has
raised this. Really, a strong arts community and a
strong arts program do provide a heart and soul and
identity for a community that carries it beyond just the
bricks and mortar of the infrastructure.

I hope all members will support this motion.

K. Stewart: I fully support the motion put forward
by the member for Victoria-Hillside, although I must
disagree with the definition between sports and art.
How can you take an event like the Super Bowl — the
greatest sporting event in the world, 60 minutes of ma-
cho mano-a-mano — and then take seven minutes of
some aging British rocker coming up at halftime and
call it an art event? It's still a sporting event, although
I'm fully supportive of arts.

[1140]

On the topic of arts, art has been so important to us
as a culture. It's a reflection of our humanness, repre-
senting our fears, our hopes, our desires. It's presented
through many mediums — through painting, through
dance, through cinematography and through photog-
raphy. This social commentary has also kept a histori-
cal record through arts, and it represents our ever-
changing nature as we move through the ages.

Artists are some of the bravest and boldest citizens
of the world. Historically, the art that came through
during the times of the repression by things such as the
Inquisition.... The bravery of those who made those
wonderful paintings that have a historical reference for
all of us to show the desire of humans in looking at fear
and standing up to that type of repression is, I think, a
great commentary on the artists of the world.

Arts come to us today in many forms. I'd just like to
take a minute to talk locally of a new arts and cultural
centre that we've recently had built in our community
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of Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows. It has a wonderful thea-
tre there where people can express themselves in song,
in dance and through theatrics. They have a pottery
area there where people can express themselves
through pottery, a carving area where people can do
carvings, a photography centre and an art gallery.

The people of Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows strongly
support arts and culture in our area, as witnessed on
Saturday night. We had an art auction at a local gallery,
with over 200 people attending. After looking at my
Visa receipts on Sunday morning, I think I can now be
called a patron of the arts. It was great to see the type
of support that we have for the arts in our community.
It's just a whole area of culture that needs to be nour-
ished and supported. It's also an area where, as men-
tioned by the member across the floor, with regards to
our children, they can develop. We all know that too
much work makes Jack a boring lad, and so we have to
ensure that we're culturally diversified and that after
we have our hard day of work, we have an opportunity
to relax and enjoy — within ourselves many times —
with arts.

D. Jarvis: I wholeheartedly agree with my col-
league from Victoria-Hillside, as well, that the arts are
the heart and soul of a community. Also, the fact that
today is Valentine's Day.... This motion is most appro-
priate, I should say. By the way, I'm amenable to any-
one that wants to send me chocolates.

In my riding in North Vancouver, we are fortunate
to have so many opportunities available for children
and adults alike to be exposed to the arts in all its
forms. For example, our children in school district 44
have a unique program available to them called Artists
for Kids Trust. This trust was established in 1989 be-
tween some of Canada's finest artists and the North
Van school district. Patron artists, such as the late Toni
Onley, donate their original work and the proceeds for
sale, which give thousands of students the opportunity
to attend summer camps, after-school art programs
and gallery programs. As a matter of fact, my grand-
daughter Diandra goes every year to the arts school
and has been exposed to and had the privilege to have
art lessons from Toni Onley and Bateman and Shad-
bolt, etc.

The art itself is uniquely Canadian. Every time I go
to the gallery up at Lucas Centre, I'm also impressed at
the unbelievable talent that's exhibited by those people,
as I mentioned — like Bateman, Shadbolt and Reid,
who are just a few of the long list of generous patrons
who have generously exposed our children to a world
of expression.

Art, of course, is not just paint on canvas. The per-
forming arts — dance, theatre and music — should be
encouraged in addition to the three Rs for our children.
They get the understanding that a whole education
should encompass mind, body and soul. On the artists-
for-children aspect of it, the school that we have is run
by Mr. Bill MacDonald, who's a working artist himself
and also a recipient of the B.C. Queen's Jubilee medal.

Art centres us as a community and encourages
learning, creating and simply enjoying art in all its
forms. I support the member for Victoria-Hillside's
motion.

[1145]

R. Sultan: I'm delighted to respond to the motion of
the member for Victoria-Hillside that arts are the heart
and soul of our province. That's certainly true of the
North Shore, as the member for North Vancouver-
Seymour has just illustrated.

To add to what my good friend has already said, I
would just point out, for example in the performing
arts, the North Vancouver Centennial Theatre, which
for 35 years has enriched our community and which in
March will again be the home of a celebration of the
Iranian New Year, the NoRooz festival. Come and
learn about the magnificent Persian culture in our
presence.

Over on the West Vancouver side of the Capilano
we have the Music Box on Argyle, which is home of the
annual Harmony Arts Festival. The Harmony Arts Fes-
tival, a multifaceted cultural event down on the beach
at Ambleside, has such shows as, for example, Jim
Byrnes, whom I had the pleasure of introducing from
the stage with his version of Misssoura — not Missouri,
but Missoura — blues. He had about a thousand citi-
zens dancing on the sand and grass from age five to 85
until the sun went down. Life doesn't get much better
than that. Actually it does, because in West Vancouver
we now also have the $12 million Kay Meek Centre for
the Performing Arts. I recommend catching the upcom-
ing production of Grease. We can't promise John Tra-
volta, but I'm sure they will do very, very well.

On the painting side and on sculpture, we have the
North Vancouver Community Arts Council with a gal-
lery, an art rental program and programs for youth at
risk — prime movers in what is estimated to be North
Vancouver's $13 million annual arts industry. Again,
on the West Vancouver side, with over 50,000 visitors a
year, we have the Ferry Building Gallery on the beach,
which claims the highest attendance of any art gallery
in British Columbia. If the coordinator, the formidable
Ruth Payne says so, I'm sure that must be true. We also
have over on that side of the water the Silk Purse Gal-
lery, a charming seaside cottage which puts on such
events as the visual art display by Eileen Siu-Yue Fong,
who does Chinese brush painting and calligraphy.

Finally, back on the North Vancouver side we have
the public art program of North Vancouver district and
city. They put up public art everywhere, including a
statue of Walter in bronze. Walter was a senior citizen
sitting there by himself, and one day he disappeared.
Who stole Walter? Well, a North Vancouver bus driver
spotted Walter down on Hastings Street sitting beside
another senior citizen in bronze, Agnes. The perpetra-
tor wrote a letter to the North Shore News saying he had
done that because he thought Walter looked a bit
lonely.

On the writing side, we've got a distinguished list
of North Shore characters. I'll just mention a few of
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them. Douglas Coupland, author of Generation X and
frequent contributor to the New York Times and the New
Republic, graduated from Sentinel School in West Van-
couver. He envisages the growth of Vancouver into a
city-state and is one of our longer-term conceptual
thinkers. In his eyes Ottawa has become irrelevant, and
some would say that's already happened.

Michael Heatherington, author of The Late Night
Caller, a collection of short stories. Blanche Howard,
whose full-length play, A Celibate Season, was produced
in Vancouver. Anosh Irani, born and raised in Bombay
— his play Manja's Circus was commissioned by the
National Arts Centre in Ottawa. Doreen Armitage, who
specializes in local history. Finally, Daniel Francis, to-
gether with Vicky Bazwits, over a 12-year period, pro-
duced the magnificent Encyclopedia of British Columbia
— 828 pages in living colour, plus a CD-ROM they
throw in at an extra charge. That encyclopedia should
be in every British Columbia home.

[1150]

Finally, to turn to a dimension beyond the member
for Victoria-Hillside's hearts and minds, let's just talk
about the economics of the arts in conclusion. Why are
homes selling for a million dollars in the North
Vancouver-Handsworth School catchment area? In
part because of the richness of the extracurricular pro-
gram, one hallmark of which is what participants claim
might be the best music program in the province. Arts
contributing to real estate wealth — it sounds like a
win-win to me.

Consider Mayor Ron Wood's project to breathe
some needed zip into West Vancouver's Ambleside
business area. He sees West Vancouver by the sea be-
coming world-famous for its artistic amenities. Arts
contribute to commercial community renewal. Sounds
like another win-win to me. Such win-wins merit mu-
nicipal support. Each year North Vancouver city and
district combined contribute about $21 per citizen to
support of the arts. That's a modest fee indeed, consid-
ering the magnificent multiplayer contribution.

The member for Victoria-Hillside has expressed it
very well. Arts are the heart and soul of our province,
and we certainly believe that on the North Shore.

L. Mayencourt: It gives me great pleasure to stand
and speak in favour of this motion. I do so, first off,
because I really do believe in the arts community and
how much it does contribute to British Columbia, but
also because I have British Columbia's....

Vancouver-Burrard is probably one of the centres, I
would say, of the arts and culture in British Columbia.
We have things like the Vancouver Opera, the sym-
phony, the Arts Club Theatre, Ballet B.C. and many,
many others that really make our community a rich
and exciting place to be.

I know that in addition to the wonderful things this
does for ordinary people and for our artistic commu-
nity, it also adds to the attractiveness of Vancouver and
of British Columbia to companies seeking to invest
here. I know that companies that have come here, like
eBay and others, have come to Vancouver simply be-
cause there is a wealth of cultural activities available,
and sporting activities as well. That has been a very,
very important part of the reasons why British Colum-
bia has been able to attract even greater numbers of
businesses to our community.

As well, I think that when we look at the kinds of
things that have been so important to us in the last
little while.... We think about the education an-
nouncement in the past week, where arts and culture
was a very significant part of that. We have talked
about the support that we have made toward organi-
zations like Arts Umbrella, which has reached out to
young people from inner-city schools and made sure
that arts education is accessible to every kid in British
Columbia. I think that's a comment on how well this
government views this particular issue, and I am very
proud to stand here in support of the member's mo-
tion.

I think this is a timely motion. I look forward to
continued discussion around the arts community and
the cultural communities in British Columbia in the
coming weeks, and I think it is a very exciting time for
all of us that care so deeply about the arts.

Deputy Speaker: The member for Victoria-Hillside
closes debate.

S. Orr: I would like to thank the members very
much for supporting the resolution. I would just like to
recognize, actually, the member for Fort Langley-
Aldergrove, the Solicitor General, twitching at the lack
of recognition for country music. I would like to put it
on the record, for the member for Fort Langley-
Aldergrove, that country music rules.

I would like to move the motion: "Be it resolved
that this House recognize that the arts are the heart and
soul of our Province."

Motion approved.

Hon. R. Coleman moved adjournment of the
House.

Motion approved.

Deputy Speaker: The House stands adjourned until
2 p.m. today.

The House adjourned at 11:55 a.m.



