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NEWSPAPERS AT THE LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY 
 

Finding newspapers at the Legislative Library  
The Legislative Library of British Columbia has a unique collection of historical newspapers 

including British Columbia newspapers on microfilm and bound newspapers. The library also 

offers a subject index of BC news articles covering 1900-2007 as a finding aid. 

 

All of the library’s newspaper holdings are listed in the catalogue: 

https://llbc.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_GB/main. Keep in mind that many newspapers have 

changed names over time and each name will have its own entry in the catalogue.   
 

 

 

 

 

Members of the public are welcome to access the newspaper collection during select opening 

hours when the House is not sitting. Before coming in to view newspapers it is best to phone 

(250-387-6510) or email (LLBC.Ref@leg.bc.ca) to confirm opening hours and the availability 

of the needed newspapers.  

 

If you have any questions about our collection, please contact us!  

  

https://llbc.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_GB/main
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BOUND NEWSPAPERS 
The Legislative Library’s collection of historical bound newspapers includes the Victoria 

Times, the Daily Colonist, the Vancouver Sun, and the Province as well as some smaller 

community papers and UK publications. These bound volumes are very fragile; when a 

microfilm version is available you will be provided with that unless the bound volume is 

explicitly needed. Due to the fragile nature of these volumes, copies can only be made by 

taking photographs.  

 

The library’s collection of bound newspapers is best found by searching the library’s 

catalogue. You can limit your search to “Newspapers - Bound” or do a general search for the 

newspaper by name—look for items with the location “LLBC Newspapers - Bound.” 

 

Please contact the library in advance if you need use the bound newspapers.  

 

MICROFILM 
The library has the following major daily British Columbia newspapers on microfilm: 

• Daily Colonist [Victoria] 1858-1980 
• Daily Times [Victoria] 1900-1982 
• The Province [Vancouver] 1894-2016 
• Times Colonist [Victoria] 1982-2016 
• Vancouver News Herald 1933-1957 
• Vancouver Sun 1912-2016 

The library also has a limited run of community papers on microfilm, although most of these 

newspapers on microfilm were transferred to the BC Archives.  

 

Microfilm can be viewed in the library’s reading room. Copies can be made for 10 cents each 

or saved in a digital PDF format for free. Microfilm can be found in the catalogue by limiting 

your search to “Newspapers - Microfilm” or by performing a general search by name and 

looking for items with the location “LLBC Newspapers - mfilm”.  

 

Note: Newspapers with the location “Archives Newspapers - mfilm” are held at the BC 

Archives and are not available at the Legislative Library. If you have any questions regarding 

availability, please contact us.  
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NEWSPAPER INDEX 
The newspaper index is a subject index of articles in the larger BC daily newspapers, 

primarily the Sun, Province, and Times Colonist. This index includes only significant stories, 

and stories of provincial government interest. It is not an index to the entire paper, and some 

sections are almost entirely excluded.  

 

The index covers the years 1900-2007. However, indexing is sparse for 1917-1929. The 

index is in card form for 1900-1990, and electronic through the library catalogue for 1991-

2007. A microfilm version covering the years 1900-1970 is available at some other libraries, 

but this version is incomplete. To access the card version of the newspaper index, contact the 

library. 

 

OTHER NEWS SOURCES 
Sessional Clippings Books: These are scrapbooks of newspaper articles covering the work of 

the Legislative Assembly for the years 1890-1992. The clipping books are primarily used for 

information about bills and other political issues in the years prior to the implementation of 

Hansard (the verbatim record of the Legislative Assembly proceedings) in 1970. The clippings 

books only cover the period of each legislative session, not the entire year, and are arranged 

by newspaper and date. A microfilm version of the Clippings Books exists in some other 

libraries, and the University of Victoria has digitized the microfilm here:  

https://vault.library.uvic.ca/collections/99a4bbed-7f24-423a-b705-df0d0d94c68c?locale=en  

 

British Colonist Online: The website www.britishcolonist.ca contains a free, online, full-text 

searchable edition of the British Colonist (the precursor to the Times Colonist also known as 

the Daily Colonist among other variants) from the year of its founding in 1858 until 1980.  

 

BC Provincial Archives: Many BC community papers are available on microfilm from the 

British Columbia Archives. You can view a list of their newspaper microfilm holdings here: 

https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/BCArchives_newspapers_Dec2012.pdf. Questions about 

newspapers held at the Archives should be sent to the Archives directly. Find their contact 

information here: https://www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/contact-0   

 

https://vault.library.uvic.ca/collections/99a4bbed-7f24-423a-b705-df0d0d94c68c?locale=en
http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/BCArchives_newspapers_Dec2012.pdf
https://www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/contact-0
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