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Special Committee on Reforming the Police Act releases report

VICTORIA — The Special Committee on Reforming the Police Act released its report today with 11
recommendations to transform policing and community safety.

The Legislative Assembly appointed the Committee to undertake a broad inquiry into policing and related
systemic issues. The Committee received briefings from ministries, oversight agencies, and statutory officers as
well as Indigenous communities and organizations regarding the policing landscape in BC. In total, 411
organizations and individuals from across the province made presentations and written submissions to the
Committee during the public consultation. Over 1,400 British Columbians provided input on their experiences
and perspectives regarding policing and related systemic issues via a survey.

“British Columbians highlighted significant challenges in the structure and delivery of police services which have
contributed to a lack of trust in these services,” said committee chair Doug Routley. “The committee’s report
outlines a new vision of policing and community safety rooted in decolonization, anti-racism, community, and
accountability.”

“Police have become the default first responders to mental health and other complex social issues due to a lack
of alternatives and supports,” added deputy chair Dan Davies. “Significant investments into a continuum of
response, as well as increased coordination and integration across sectors, are needed.”

“Our recommendations aim to ensure equitable access to high quality police and community safety services
across the province and provide police officers with the tools and supports they need to deliver these services.”

added Routley.

Further information about the committee, including its report, is available at: www.leg.bc.ca/cmt/rpa
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